SEARCHING

THE

SCRIPTURES

DAVID: A MAN OF PASSION AND DESTINY

STUuDY ONE
God’s Heart, God’s Man, God’s Ways

Selected Scriptures

Isn’t it beautiful how God chooses nobodies to turn into somebody? That’s the
story of the life of David.
—Pastor Charles R. Swindoll

VERYONE heeds a role model—someone whose life lays out a road map to follow. A good role model
warns of pitfalls and, more importantly, guides others toward a life completely devoted to God. David
was such a model.

In his book, David: A Man of Passion and Destiny, Pastor Chuck Swindoll describes this remarkable man.

Poet, musician, courageous warrior, and national statesman, David distinguished himself
as one of God’s greatest men. In battle, he modeled invincible confidence. In decisions, he
judged with wisdom and equity. In loneliness, he wrote with transparent vulnerability and
quiet trust. In friendship, he was loyal to the end. Whether a humble shepherd boy or an
obscure musician before the King Saul, he remained faithful and trustworthy. . . . What a
man of God!"

Yet David was human to the core—mighty in battle but weak at home, unbeatable when fighting his
mightiest foes but defenseless against his own anger and lust.

The triumphs that marked David’s youth gradually faded in the distance as he found himself lost deep in
the forest of his own sin. In his moments of brokenness, however, David showed what one can do after
drifting astray. Tears of deep grief and humble confession drip from the pages of his penitent psalms,
revealing a true role model’s heart of devotion in the darkest times.
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The example of David’s life acts as a spiritual compass that points to God—both in moments of great faith
and in seasons of even greater failure. David showed how anyone—imperfections and all—can be a person
after God’s own heart.

m PREPARE YOUR HEART

In his psalms, David poured out his heart to God—all his fears, joys, victories, and losses. Thankfully, God
preserved these psalms as a guide for His people’s prayers. Offer Psalm 139:1, 5-6 as your prayer before you
search the Scriptures today:

O Lorp, you have examined my heart

and know everything about me. . . .
You go before me and follow me.

You place your hand of blessing on my head.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,

too great for me to understand!

BE|l TURN TO THE SCRIPTURES

The books of 1 and 2 Samuel share how Israel graduated from an insignificant family of nomads to a firmly
established kingdom. The narrative begins by focusing on Israel’s first king, Saul. While Saul’s great physical
stature made him equal to the kings of other nations, God’s people needed a king of great spiritual stature
who loved and served God.

Because Saul did not fear or obey God, God removed Saul from the throne. The narrative reaches a climax
in 1 Samuel 16 when the modest shepherd David was anointed king. The rest of 1 and 2 Samuel tells of the
mountains and valleys of David’s life. Take some time to review Pastor Chuck’s charts below to see the big
picture of this biblical account.

www.insightorg | wwwinsightworld.org

%) Copyright © 1977, 2022 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc. All rights are reserved worldwide.

Duplication of copyrighted material for commercial use is strictly prohibited.
INSIGHT FOR LIVING
MINISTRIES

Committed to Excellence in Communicating Biblical Truth and Its Application



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20139&version=NLT;NASB1995

DAVID: A MAN OF PASSION AND DESTINY
STUuDY ONE

God’s Heart, God’s Man, God’s Ways

SEARCHING

THE

SCRIPTURES

Selected Scriptures
Samuel Saul
BEGINNING The Last Judge The First King
Samuel's godiiness | giary [ GROWTH | MINISTRY | CHANGE REJECTION REBELLION
National hope AND BY GOD AGAINST GOD
- CALL )
- Impatient
Motivation Rash
Purity Disobedient ENDING
Insane
Jealous [ e e Saul’s apostasy
Murderous | DAVID chosen, —_—
| trained, tested, Depression
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: protected . .. Personal despair
CHAPTER | CHAPTERS |CHAPTERS | CHAPTERS CHAPTERS CHAPTERS _—
1 2-3 4-7 8-12 13-16 : 17-31 Suicide
Attitude of . s
the People Public trust Public disillusionment
Theme Though leaders and nations change, God’s purposes always move forward.
Key Verses 8:6-9; 13:14
Christ in Typified in Samuel, who was a prophet, priest, and judge; also portrayed in the life of David . . .
1 Samuel shepherd, king, and born in Bethlehem
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SECOND SAMUEL

David’s Triumphs David’s Troubles Appendix
Reigning in
Reigning in Hebron Jerusalem With With his With his Miscellaneous
overJudea | overalllsrael | himself family nation narratives
David’s A new David’s sin (11) Amnon’s David’s return (19)| A famine (21)
lament (1) capital (5) Nathan’s immorality (13) |gheba’s revolt (20) A song (22)
David’s A new worship | denunciation (12) | Absalom’s crime A prophecy (23)
crowning (2) center (6) and flight (14) A failure (24)
David’s A new Absalom’s
increase (3-4) dynasty (7) revolt (15)
A new Absalom’s
boundary (8) counselors (16-17)
A new son (9) Absalom’s
Another new death (18)
boundary (10)
CHAPTERS CHAPTERS CHAPTERS CHAPTERS CHAPTERS CHAPTERS
1-4 5-10 11-12 13-18 19-20 21-24
Theme Blessings or consequences follow every action.
Key Verses 7:12-13
oo Foreshadowed in David’s reign, which, though imperfect, is characterized by justice, wisdom, and integrity;
Christ in the Messiah, the Son of David, is promised as an offspring of the Davidic line
2 Samuel and One who will sit upon David’s throne forever.
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Now, turn to 1 Samuel to look more closely at some key events leading up to David’s rise from obscurity.
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Observation: Israel’s Kings

Any time Pastor Chuck studies Scripture, he follows the same four steps: observation, interpretation,
correlation, and application.” In the observation phase, he asks, “What does this passage say?” Only after
he’s thoroughly observed the text does he consider what the passage means.

Israel Demands a Human King—1 Samuel 8:1-22

Before the establishment of the kingdom, the prophet Samuel stood as the figurehead over Israel. Yet
1 Samuel 8:1-3 reveals that Samuel’s life was reaching its end, and his sons were wicked men. Consequently,
what request did the elders of Israel make of Samuel in 8:5?

According to God’s words in 8:7, what did this request reveal about the Israelites?

According to 8:19-20, what was the real reason the Israelites made their request of Samuel?
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Replacing a King with a Shepherd—1 Samuel 13:1-14; 16:1-13

Because Israel wanted to be like their neighboring nations, God gave them a king who would satisfy their
shallow desires. When Samuel first presented King Saul to the people, the passage notes that he stood “head
and shoulders above anyone else.” Overjoyed at this image of their mighty hero, the people shouted, “Long
live the king!” (I Samuel 10:23-24).

Throughout his reign, however, the sheen on Saul’s heroic image tarnished. What accusation did Samuel
make against Saul in 13:13?

According to Samuel’s words in 13:14, what characteristic did Saul lack that the new king would possess?

According to 16:7, why did God ultimately choose David over Saul?
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King Saul was no role model. He lacked certain key qualities that God desired in the leader of His chosen
people. And He recognized these very traits in young David.

\3J

2| Interpretation: Qualities of a Heart Like God’s

When Pastor Chuck interprets a passage, he asks, “What does this passage mean?” Careful students
of Scripture always trace the steps of their interpretations back to observations from the text and then
formulate theological principles.

A theological principle is a universal truth—either about God, God’s plan, humanity, or creation—that is
valuable for all people at all times. Theological principles state what God wants people to know and believe
which, in turn, leads them to pure worship, right thinking, and upright living.

Searching the Scriptures Study Tool: Free Online Bible Study Resources

When studying Scripture, you occasionally will encounter an element of a passage that feels too
distant, too complex, or too confusing to understand based on your observations alone. In these
instances, Pastor Chuck recommends turning to resources written by Bible scholars. Consult these
free online resources as you interpret the events of David’s life: Constable’s Notes at netbible.org,
Holman Bible Dictionary at studylight.org, Bible maps at insight.org.

God doesn't look for perfection in potential leaders. Instead, according to the first part of 2 Chronicles 16:9,
what quality does God seek? Based on what you discover, write a principle that reflects the meaning of this
verse.

God is looking for men and women whose hearts are completely His, who grieve over wrong
and long for their lives to count for Him. —Pastor Chuck Swindoll
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What else did God find in David, according to Psalm 78:70—72 and 89:19-20? What principle can you draw
from David’s example as a “servant” and a “common” person?

The first quality is sensitivity to God, “My heart is completely Yours.” The second is
humility, “God, I want to serve You and others.” —Pastor Chuck Swindoll

How do the portraits of Saul and David in the account of 1 Samuel differ? How does their character differ?
How does their rise to the throne differ? What timeless truths can followers of Jesus today learn from this
contrast?

God found in David what Saul lacked: spirituality, humility, and integrity . . . qualities anyone can cultivate!

God’s choice of a person is contrary to human reason. You're no different, in essence, than
David. There was nothing about David on the surface that impressed God and caused God
to say, “Wow! That is My man!” But David had character. And that’s what God saw.
—Pastor Chuck Swindoll

www.insightorg | wwwinsightworld.org

«
%) Copyright © 1977, 2022 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc. All rights are reserved worldwide.

Duplication of copyrighted material for commercial use is strictly prohibited.
INSIGHT FOR LIVING
MINISTRIES

Committed to Excellence in Communicating Biblical Truth and Its Application



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+78%3A70%E2%80%9372+&version=NLT;NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+89%3A19-20&version=NLT;NASB1995

DAVID: A MAN OF PASSION AND DESTINY SEARCHING

THE

STy O SCRIPTURES
God’s Heart, God’s Man, God’s Ways

Selected Scriptures

Correlation: Boasting in Christ

In the correlation phase of Bible study, Pastor Chuck turns to other portions of Scripture to shed more light
on the theological truths developed through interpretation.

Read I Corinthians 1:26-31. According to 1:26—28 how does God view what the world prizes most: power,
wealth, and worldly wisdom?

According to 1:29-30, how should God’s perspective on these matters affect those who believe in Jesus?

In your own words, summarize the profound statement in 1:31. How does this theological truth help
provide a fuller perspective on the story of Saul and David from 1 Samuel?

r\,) www.insightorg | www.insightworld.org
) Copyright © 1977, 2022 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc. All rights are reserved worldwide.

Duplication of copyrighted material for commercial use is strictly prohibited.
INSIGHT FOR LIVING

MINISTRIES

Committed to Excellence in Communicating Biblical Truth and Its Application



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+1%3A26%E2%80%9331&version=NLT;NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+1%3A26%E2%80%9328+&version=NLT;NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+1%3A29%E2%80%9330+&version=NLT;NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+1%3A31&version=NLT;NASB1995

DAVID: A MAN OF PASSION AND DESTINY SEARCHING

THE

STy O SCRIPTURES
God’s Heart, God’s Man, God’s Ways

Selected Scriptures

The shepherd David stood small in the shadow of King Saul’s power and influence. But God uses the
powerless to shame the powerful, and He did so by putting a man of great faith on the throne. God wants to
use all His people to serve His purposes with a heart like David’s.

Application: Pursuing God’s Heart
God cultivated the qualities of spirituality, humility, and integrity throughout David’s life in four ways:
1. In solitude: David spent countless hours alone with God outside with his sheep.
2. Inobscurity: David showed commitment in the unseen, unappreciated matters of life.
3. In monotony: David remained faithful to God—day by day—in his mundane routine.
4. In reality: David maintained a consistent, authentic relationship with God.

How do you sense God working in the solitude, obscurity, monotony, and reality of your present situation?
How is God shaping you into the person of spirituality, humility, and integrity He has called you to be?

It’s in the little things we prove ourselves capable for the big things. When God develops
inner qualities, He’s never in a hurry. —Pastor Chuck Swindoll
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Christians historically have strengthened their relationship with God through the practice of spiritual
disciplines: prayer, Scripture memorization, fasting, solitude, and many others. How can you incorporate
one of these disciplines into your routine this week to cultivate in your life the attributes of spirituality,
humility, and integrity?

David is one of the greatest role models because he understood that God looks at the heart. He allowed this
truth to guide his entire life. Even when no one knew his name, David maintained an intimate relationship
with God, and God used this time of obscurity to prepare David for great things to come. God wants to use
you to do great things for His Son and His kingdom too—even if no one ever knows your name.

m A FINAL PRAYER

Father, I praise You because You are more concerned with the state of my heart than my outward appearance.
Please use my seasons of obscurity to cultivate in me the characteristics of spirituality, humility, and integrity
as I seek to pursue Your heart. I pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.

ENDNOTES
1. Charles R. Swindoll, David: A Man of Passion and Destiny, Great Lives from God’s Word (Dallas: Word, 1997), xii.
2. Tolearn about Pastor Chuck Swindoll’s Searching the Scriptures method of Bible study, go to the web page, “How to Study the Bible for Yourself.
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A Nobody, Nobody Noticed
1 Samuel 15:24-16:13

If you and I had been Jews living in 1020 BC, all our attention would have
focused upon King Saul. He was taking the country by storm. However, about
that time, a nobody was keeping the sheep along the Judean hillside near the
hamlet of Bethlehem. A little boy that nobody noticed by the name of David.
—Pastor Charles R. Swindoll

HE human body is one of God’s most marvelous and intricate creations. It also is one of the most fragile.
If the lungs no longer expand to take in oxygen, if the heart ceases to pump blood throughout the
body, if the brain’s synapses stop firing, life can end in just a few moments.

Thankfully, God designed the human body to do these and countless other functions subconsciously. A
person could go through an entire lifetime without even noticing that his or her lungs, heart, and brain are
sustaining life.

The body of Christ works in a similar way to the human body. No one part is more important than the
others, and all the parts work in tandem to sustain the presence of the kingdom of heaven on earth. Some
believers, however, have such a profound love for God and a deep commitment to Christ that the mission
of the kingdom would suffer greatly without their efforts.

And often, nobody notices these heroes of the faith.
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A Nobody, Nobody Noticed
1 Samuel 15:24—-16:13

God’s way of doing things subverts human tendencies in almost every way. While the world picks people
of power, influence, and prominence to do great things, God uses nobodies. This Searching the Scriptures
study will look at 1 Samuel 15:24-16:13 to see how God chose David—a nobody, nobody noticed—to be
king over Israel and to serve God’s greater purposes.

m PREPARE YOUR HEART

Before David donned the majestic robes of a king, he wore the simple tunic of a shepherd. Few in ancient
Israel respected shepherds, but they held an indispensable role in society. Use Psalm 23:1—4 to help you
prepare your heart before turning to the Scriptures.

The Lorp is my shepherd,;
I have all that I need.
He lets me rest in green meadows;
he leads me beside peaceful streams.
He renews my strength.
He guides me along right paths,
bringing honor to his name.
Even when I walk
through the darkest valley,
I will not be afraid,
for you are close beside me.
Your rod and your staff
protect and comfort me.

88|l TURN TO THE SCRIPTURES

Saul, Israel’s first king, was the tallest and strongest man in Israel. The Israelites wanted to have a mighty
warrior-king like their neighboring nations. God granted their request. Yet Saul was the king the people
wanted . . . not the king God wanted.
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1 Samuel 15:24—-16:13

After years of Saul’s reign, God said, “I am sorry that I ever made Saul king, for he has not been loyal to
me and has refused to obey my command” (1 Samuel 15:11). What did Samuel say in 15:27-28 when he
confronted Saul about his unfaithfulness to God?

Saul likely wondered, Who is better than me? After all, the people of Israel made Saul king because no one
was better than him . . . physically speaking. However, God desired to set a spiritually strong person over
His nation to guide them into a deep, faithful relationship with Him. God desired a spiritual hero—one
nobody expected.

Observation: People Choose . . . God Corrects

Successful Bible study always results in practical application. Yet the fruit of application grows out

of interpretation of a passage’s meaning. And meaning always finds its roots in observation.' Read

1 Samuel 16:1-13, and observe what the words of the text say. As you read, pay special attention to Samuel’s
reaction to the events recorded in the passage.

Previously, the shallow people of Israel selected Saul to be their king. According to 16:1, who would select
the new king?
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How did Samuel react in I Samuel 16:6 when he saw Jesse’s first son Eliab? According to 16:7, why did he
react this way? Why did God ultimately not choose Eliab to be king?

As Jesse paraded each of his sons before Samuel, what was God’s answer for each as to whether or not he
would be king?

Abinadab (I Samuel 16:8):

Shimea (16:9):

Jesse’s next four sons (16:10):

Although Jesse showed Samuel seven of his sons, he had eight. According to 16:11, where was this last son
while Samuel was meeting the seven other sons?
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A Nobody, Nobody Noticed
1 Samuel 15:24—-16:13

According to 1 Samuel 16:12, what did God say when Samuel met David, Jesse’s final son? What did Samuel
do in response in 16:13?

Not even David’s own father noticed the spiritual depth of the lowly shepherd out in the fields. Yet God saw
David’s heart, and He would turn this overlooked boy into a king.

Jesse reveals two very common mistakes made by parents. Number one, he didn’t have an
equal appreciation for all his children. And number two, he failed to cultivate a mutual self-
respect among them. —Pastor Chuck Swindoll
Interpretation: People Forget . . . God Remembers
Pastor Chuck Swindoll notes that interpretation requires determining what a passage of Scripture means,
not “imposing your opinions on the Bible.”* This principle is especially important when the meaning of a
passage may feel difficult to accept.

How did Samuel’s response to his conversation with God in 1 Samuel 16:1-2 reveal his lack of trust in God’s
plan? How is Samuel’s example instructive for followers of Jesus today?
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A Nobody, Nobody Noticed
1 Samuel 15:24—-16:13

Why did Jesse show Samuel all his sons except David? What did Samuel’s response in 1 Samuel 16:6 reveal
about what both he and Jesse considered most important for Israel’s future king? Similarly, what does this
scene reveal about David, especially in comparison with his brothers? (Hint: Remember God’s word in 16:7.)

If I could change one thing about my focus, I would like to see people not by face but by
heart. Wouldn’t that be a marvelous ability? What discernment! Now, you see, we’re not
able to do that. We have limited focus. Only God can do that. —Pastor Chuck Swindoll

Correlation: God Comes . . . People Reject

Imagine how the people of Bethlehem reacted when they heard that the young shepherd David would

be king. They likely wouldn’t have believed it! David’s experience parallels that of Jesus’ in this way. The
gospels say very little about Jesus’ life between His birth and His public ministry. For much of Jesus'’ life, He
too was a nobody, nobody noticed.

Mark 6:1-6 tells of Jesus teaching in His hometown, Nazareth, among people who knew Him and His family
well. According to 6:2, how did these old acquaintances respond to Jesus’ teaching?
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A Nobody, Nobody Noticed
1 Samuel 15:24—-16:13

According to Mark 6:3, why did the people from Nazareth respond this way? What detail about their
response does this verse add?

According to 6:5, what was the result of the crowd’s reaction to Jesus?

The people of Nazareth saw Jesus as nothing more than the carpenter Joseph’s son. And how could God use
a nobody like Him? Because the people adopted this narrow perspective of God’s power, they missed out
on the blessings that God wanted to shower upon them. And God still wants to use nobodies to unfold His
purposes in the world today.

Application: God Speaks . . . We Apply

Pastor Chuck sees three timeless lessons taught through this account of a nobody chosen by God that can
instruct those who follow Him today:

1. God’s solutions are often strange and simple. Be open! God’s will isn't complicated. He has less interest in
external appearance and more concern for inner holiness.

2. God’s promotions are usually sudden and surprising. Be ready! You never know when God will call on
you to fill a need. And He will use you . . . if you'll allow Him.

3. God’s selections are always sovereign and sure. Be calm! Times will come when the world feels shrouded
in darkness—hopeless. Trust in Him. He knows what He’s doing.
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In what ways do you find society evaluating people based on outward appearance rather than the heart?
If you also feel the temptation to do so, how would shifting more of your own focus toward others’ hearts
affect your relationships?

Oh, for the ability to see beyond the obvious. To see beyond the bad track record. To see
beyond the age or the looks or the lack of intelligence. To see worth and value down deep
inside. —Pastor Chuck Swindoll

Do you ever feel like a nobody—as if nobody notices your hard work, your good character, your care for
others? How does the example of David speak to your situation and encourage you today?

God can use anyone to do amazing things—even a nobody like David. God saw the pure heart of this
otherwise unknown shepherd and chose David to rule and lead His people. David’s situation, however, is
not one-of-a-kind. God still looks at the heart today, and He still searches for nobodies who are ready to
serve Him.
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m A FINAL PRAYER

Father, I praise You for the way You have worked out Your good purposes in the world. Thank You for using
nobodies like David to extend Your love to those who need it most. I ask You to use me in this way. Work in my
heart to clean out my sin so I might participate in the wonderful plan for Your creation. I pray these things in
Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

ENDNOTES

1. Tolearn about Pastor Chuck Swindoll’s Searching the Scriptures method of Bible study, go to the web page, “How to Study the Bible for Yourself.”
2. Charles R. Swindoll, Searching the Scriptures: Find the Nourishment Your Soul Needs (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House, 2016), 111.
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STUDY THREE

Soft Music for a Hard Heart
1 Samuel 16:14-23

God put together the missing link needed to bring David to the throne . . . a
guy who'd heard that Saul was depressed and who happened to know about
David’s gift. It’s just beautiful how God used the gift of music to put David
right into the very presence of the king’s chamber.

—Pastor Charles R. Swindoll

Ew would deny the beauty of music. A song can tell in a few verses a story that would otherwise fill a
whole book. An old familiar tune can recall a memory that would otherwise remain long forgotten. The
perfect blend of lyric and melody can soothe the emotions of a heart that would otherwise stay hard and

jagged.

Before David held the king’s scepter, he carried a shepherd’s staff. But his hands also bore the musician’s
lyre. This gift earned him a spot in the court of Saul—the king he one day would replace. When David met
Saul, he faced a choice of whether to use his gift to serve the man God had rejected or to undermine the
authority of the sitting king.

This Searching the Scriptures study will act as a bard singing the song of David’s encounter with Saul
recorded in 1 Samuel 16:14-23. David chose to use his gifts for good, demonstrating how followers of Jesus
Christ should use their gifts to serve His purposes today.
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m PREPARE YOUR HEART

Before you open the Word of God, use Psalm 108:1-5, a song written by David himself, to prepare your
heart. Offer his lyrics to God as a personal prayer.

My heart is confident in you, O God;
no wonder I can sing your praises with all my heart!
Wake up, lyre and harp!
I will wake the dawn with my song.
I will thank you, Lorp, among all the people.
I will sing your praises among the nations.
For your unfailing love is higher than the heavens.
Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.
Be exalted, O God, above the highest heavens.
May your glory shine over all the earth.

BE|l TURN TO THE SCRIPTURES

The Israelites wanted to be like other nations. They didn't want God as their transcendent, divine King. No,
they wanted a mighty king, a warrior king . . . a human king. So God granted them what they wanted even
though it wasn't what they needed. King Saul perfectly fit the job description of “a king like those of other
nations.” And Israel was ready to follow its new king anywhere.

Yet Saul did not have a heart for God. He pursued wickedness, and he started leading God’s people down
a path of sin that would have left them far from God. In I Samuel 16:1-13, God anointed a new king—the
humble shepherd named David.

But at this time, Saul was still alive and sitting on the throne. Soon enough, the current king and the future

king would meet face-to-face. What would David do when he met his soon-to-be predecessor? Turn to
16:14-23 to find out!
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Observation: Saul’s Strange Malady, David’s Unique Abilit
g Y: q y

According to the method explained in Searching the Scriptures: Find the Nourishment Your Soul Needs, Pastor
Chuck Swindoll begins by asking the same question when he studies a passage of Scripture: What does
the text say?' Read I Samuel 16:14-23, and carefully observe the actions the text says David took in his
earliest encounters with King Saul.

According to 16:14, what happened to Saul after God “rejected him as king of Israel” (16:1)? Check a few
Bible versions and write down the ways different translators describe Saul’s condition.

The spiritual torment Saul experienced became evident to those around him, so they wanted to help.
According to 16:16, how did Saul’s servants suggest that he address the difficulties caused by this evil
spirit? In the ancient world, many believed that this practice could soothe passions, heal mental illness,
and even calm riots!

List the six ways Saul’s servant described David in 16:18.

1.
2.
3.
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4.

5.

6.

According to 1 Samuel 16:21, how did Saul feel about David? What did Saul do for David?

Why did Saul feel so positively about David? According to 16:23, what did David do for Saul?

God brought David to the throne room not to take the throne but to serve King Saul with his gift of music.
David’s willingness to serve God in this way revealed trust in God’s plan, and David’s example abounds
with theological truths valuable for God’s people across time.

Interpretation: The Ministry of the Holy Spirit
In David’s day, before the temple existed, God’s glorious presence "filled the tabernacle’—the mobile

“temple” Israel used during its nomadic years (Exodus 40:34-35). Later, David’s son, Solomon, would erect a
permanent temple to house God’s presence (I Kings 8:11).
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Occasionally, however, the Spirit of the Lord would indwell someone who needed divine empowerment,
wisdom, or guidance (for example, see Judges 3:10; 6:34; 11:29; 13:25). After God accomplished His purpose
through this person, though, His Spirit would depart.

A new era of the Holy Spirit's ministry began at Pentecost. Now, God baptizes those who trust in Christ
with the Holy Spirit (I Corinthians 12:13), empowers believers with spiritual gifts to serve one other
(I Corinthians 12:7), and permanently seals them for “the day of redemption” (Ephesians 4:30).

According to Ephesians 2:19-22, to what does the apostle Paul compare the people of God (see especially
2:21)? How does this truth provide comfort to those who fear God might take His spirit away from them?

Why was David able to deliver Saul from the tormenting evil spirit? (Note the contrast between David
and Saul presented in I Samuel 16:14 and 16:18.) For more information on this element of the passage, see
Constable’s Notes at netbible.org.
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Prior to these events, Saul had not yet met David, so Saul knew nothing about David other than what his
servants told him. What key event happened to David in I Samuel 16:1-13, right before he met Saul? How did
David treat Saul despite what happened in the previous scene? What does David’s treatment of Saul reveal
about his character?

I think it’s beautiful that David never once pulled rank on Saul. He was never jealous or
envious of Saul’s position. David had been anointed, but he’d let the Lord open the door.
—Pastor Chuck Swindoll

Correlation: Singing Psalms and Hymns and Spiritual Songs

Music plays a key role in the church of Jesus Christ. Read Ephesians 5:15-20. As you read, write down
three or four commands that stand out to you.
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The Greek syntax of this passage creates a connection between Ephesians 5:18 and 5:19. So “singing psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs” is the result of being filled with the Holy Spirit. How is this kind of
spiritual singing naturally related to the presence of the Holy Spirit among believers in Jesus Christ? How
is this truth instructive for those who believe in Him today?

Music is an essential element of the ministry of the Holy Spirit. And God’s gift of music allows believers
to serve those in need in powerfully unique ways.

Application: Music’s Effective Ministry

By playing music for Saul in his moments of deepest distress, David provided Saul with a feeling described
in Hebrew as ravach—a term used to show Saul spreading himself out with a sense of relief and refreshment.

Think about the music you've enjoyed over the past week. How did this music affect you? Did it bring you
refreshment and relief? Or did it foster within you negative emotions like anxiety or anger? How does this
reflection affect how you might think about your choice of music going forward?
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What unique gifts has God given you? You may wonder how God can use these gifts, but He wants to use
these gifts to minister to those He’s placed in your life. How do you sense God calling you to use your gifts
to meet the needs of others?

You will be beloved when you minister to people—for helping them in their misery and
malady. You'll be attached to their heart, and you can’t drive a wedge between it. In the
simplest things, the things that just come naturally to you, you minister to others.
—Pastor Chuck Swindoll

God used David’s musical gifts to bring Saul relief and refreshment from the torment of the evil spirit.
However, Saul would face the oppression of that spirit so long as he stood in opposition to God. Many today
feel tormented by sin, and while good music may temporarily provide relief, only the grace of God found in
faith in Jesus Christ will permanently fill a soul with true peace.

m A FINAL PRAYER

Thank You, Father, for the way You unfold Your marvelous plan for Your creation—both in the time of David
and today. I ask You to give me eyes to see how I can use my gifts to serve others now and wisdom to know
that You can and will use these gifts in unlikely ways to serve Your purposes in the future. I ask these things in
Jesus’ name. Amen.

ENDNOTE
1. To learn about Pastor Chuck Swindoll’s Searching the Scriptures method of Bible study, go to the web page, “How to Study the Bible for Yourself.”
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David stood before this massive creature unintimidated. That’s our battle
when we face the giants. They intimidate us. We forget whom we represent.
And standing there with our knees knocking, I wonder what God must think.
He says, “My power is available. There’s no one on this earth greater than I.
Trust Me.”

—Pastor Charles R. Swindoll

VERYONE loves an underdog story. When the slow-and-steady tortoise bests the quick-yet-careless hare,

when the once last-place team hoists the championship trophy, when an employee in the mail room
climbs the corporate ladder to CEO, you can't help but smile seeing the payoft for all the hard work,
patience, and determination.

History tells of no greater underdog than the shepherd boy named David. When Israel’s strongest warriors
shrank under the threat of the giant Goliath, David stood tall, ready to fight for his people and his God.
Though everyone doubted David’s chances, David fought Goliath anyway.

For what David lacked in strength and stature, he made up in faith.
The account of David and Goliath preserved in 1 Samuel 17:1-54 places the reader within the ranks of the

army of Israel staring down Goliath. This Searching the Scriptures study will ask who the real giant is, and it
will consider what it takes to have giant-sized faith.
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m PREPARE YOUR HEART

The book of Psalms has preserved many of David’s songs for the people of God to sing. These songs touch
every circumstance—ijoy and lament, prosperity and poverty, defeat and victory. Pray these words of victory
from Psalm 27:1-3 before you open God’s Word today.

The Lorp is my light and my salvation—
so why should I be afraid?

The Lorp is my fortress, protecting me from danget,
so why should I tremble?

When evil people come to devour me,
when my enemies and foes attack me,
they will stumble and fall.

Though a mighty army surrounds me,
my heart will not be afraid.

Even if I am attacked,

I will remain confident.

BE|l TURN TO THE SCRIPTURES

If David’s life could teach one lesson, it would be, “People judge by outward appearance, but the Lorp looks
at the heart” (I Samuel 16:7).

The people of Israel saw that Saul stood head-and-shoulders above everyone else, so they chose him to be
their king. Those who knew David saw him just as a modest shepherd—nothing special. God, however, saw
the hearts of these two men. He flipped the people’s expectations upside down and chose David to replace
Saul as king because David had a heart for God.

When the Israelites beheld the enormous stature of their enemy Goliath, they proved once again that people
look only at external appearances. When no one else in Israel believed that God would preserve His people,
God knew that David had faith, and 1 Samuel 17:1-54 shows how God used this faith to fell even the giant
Goliath.

www.insightorg | wwwinsightworld.org

%) Copyright © 1977, 2022 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc. All rights are reserved worldwide.

Duplication of copyrighted material for commercial use is strictly prohibited.
INSIGHT FOR LIVING
MINISTRIES

Committed to Excellence in Communicating Biblical Truth and Its Application


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2027&version=NLT;NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel%2016%3A7&version=NLT;NASB1995

DAVID: A MAN OF PASSION AND DESTINY SEARCHING

THE

Stupy Four SCRIPTURES
David and the Dwarf

1 Samuel 17:1-54

Observation: The Physical Giant Goliath

Good observation requires a careful reading of the text, even when it’s tempting to skip over familiar
sections. Read 1 Samuel 17:1-54 slowly. Look at every word, answering the question, “What does this
passage say?”*

Goliath before Israel—1 Samuel 17:1-11
As the army of Israel stared down the Philistines on the opposite side of the Elah Valley, a lone man stepped

out of the Philistine ranks and stood between the two armies. Their champion. Goliath. Describe the
appearance of this figure in 1 Samuel 17:4-5.

Searching the Scriptures Study Tool: Geographical Setting

Using a Bible atlas, locate the city of Gath, Goliath’s home. To see a satellite image of the Valley of
Elah, a diagram of the possible site of the battle between David and Goliath, and photographs of the
valley, see “The Valley of Elah” at biblewalks.com.

What challenge did Goliath pose to the Israelites in 17:-9? How did Saul—along with the rest of Israel’s
warriors—respond in 17:11 to Goliath’s challenge? (See also 17:24.)
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David before Saul—1 Samuel 17:12-39

While his brothers joined the fray, David stayed behind to tend to the flocks. But David’s father Jesse sent
him to bring his brothers supplies. What did David say to Saul in 1 Samuel 17:32 after first seeing Goliath?
How did Saul respond to David in 17:33?

According to 17:34-36, what evidence did David offer to convince Saul that he could fight Goliath?
According to 17:37, what was the real reason for David’s confidence?

I imagine about now David was blinking and thinking, “What giant? The only giant in my
life is God. God doesn’t fight on the basis of size and intelligence. God is omnipotent! And if
He’s on my side, I can’t lose.” Saul hadn’t learned that. —Pastor Chuck Swindoll
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David before Goliath—1 Samuel 17:40-54

King Saul offered David what help he could—from his weapons to his personal armor. But David rejected
Saul’s assistance and chose to fight Goliath using only his shepherd’s staff, his sling, and five smooth
stones. When David—Ilooking small and unprepared for battle— approached Goliath, what was Goliath’s
impression of David according to 1 Samuel 17:42—44?

In one or two sentences, summarize David’s address to Goliath in 17:45—47. (Note how often David
mentions God!)

Goliath may have stood taller than any man David had ever encountered, but David felled him with a
perfectly timed shot from his sling. None who witnessed this battle would have bet on David outmatching
Goliath’s strength. No, David could not have won this battle on his own. And David himself admitted this
fact, declaring, “This is the LorD’s battle” (17:47).
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Interpretation: The Spiritual Giant David
In Searching the Scriptures: Find the Nourishment Your Soul Needs, Pastor Chuck Swindoll described the benefit
of good Bible study. He writes, “You'll become more stable in your faith; you'll be able to stand on your own

as you master the science of interpretation.”

The account of David’s miraculous triumph over Goliath is more than a fanciful myth or a tall tale designed
simply to tell a good story. Rather, it was a real event whose record God chose to preserve in His Word to
teach His people timeless theological truths upon which they can stand.

While Goliath was the most intimidating Philistine, Saul was the strongest and tallest Israelite. That's why
he was king! Yet when Goliath demanded a champion from Israel, the king hid behind the shepherd. How
did Saul’s attitude contrast with David’s in this episode with Goliath? What do their differing attitudes
reveal about their faith in God?

What timeless theological truths can believers in Jesus Christ learn from this passage? How is David’s
example instructive for Christians who face impossible circumstances today?

Hindsight gives a lot of insight. When you look back, you always know a better way. Unless
youre David. David had the character it took to see the present as though seeing with
hindsight. What a wise young man! —Pastor Chuck Swindoll
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Correlation: Fighting the Real Battle

A thousand years after the life of David, God would send a new champion to fight on behalf of his people—
His own son, Jesus Christ. Yet Jesus did not come to battle for wealth and land. Rather, He entered the fray
to win souls back from sin and death, and He fought to defend God’s purposes and plan against Satan’s
schemes.

Read Matthew 16:13—19. What powerful confession did Peter make about Jesus’ identity?

What truth did Jesus share with Peter about the church and its battle against the powers of hell, the true
giant at war with His people?

God magnifies His name when we are weak. You don’t have to be eloquent or strong or
handsome or beautiful or brilliant to be blessed by God. All He asks of you is that you trust
Him, that you stand before Him in integrity and faith, and He’ll pick up the pieces.
—Pastor Chuck Swindoll
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Application: Facing Goliaths Today

God’s people encounter their own unique “giants”—impossibly huge challenges—every day. Regarding
these giants, the following application principles still ring true:

1. Facing giants is an intimidating experience.
2. Doing battle is a lonely experience.
3. Trusting God is a stabilizing experience.
4. Winning victories is a memorable experience.
In the space below, record a time you experienced victory through your faith in God. How did this

experience shape your perspective, allowing you to see your circumstances more clearly from God’s
perspective the next time you faced hardship?

What giants do you face today?
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How can you lean on your Christian community as you face your giants? Remember, you never are alone
because Christ is with you in the fight. What are some practical ways you can show your trust in Him amid
these difficulties?

Through his faith in God, David proved to be the true giant who would conquer the spiritually weak
Goliath. Some may think their current circumstances are so hard that they’d rather face Goliath. But no
matter how great the giant, God is greater. And He will give you the strength to face that challenge. All He
asks is that you trust Him.

m A FINAL PRAYER

Father, I praise You because You are greater than my harshest doubts, my biggest worries, and my most
fearsome enemies. Increase my faith, and help me remember this truth when I feel too small to face the
challenges of this life. Give me the courage to face whatever giants threaten me today and to trust You each
step of the way. I ask these things in Jesus’ mighty name. Amen.

ENDNOTES

1. Tolearn about Pastor Chuck Swindoll’s Searching the Scriptures method of Bible study, go to the web page, “How to Study the Bible for Yourself.”
2. Charles R. Swindoll, Searching the Scriptures: Find the Nourishment Your Soul Needs (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House, 2016), 110.
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Aftermath of a Giant-Killing
1 Samuel 17:55-18:9

David had done nothing to deserve the treatment Saul gave him. His motive
was right. His action was right. But Saul was jealous, so he misunderstood.
I'll tell you . . . life is not fair! The wicked prosper and the righteous are
afflicted. But God knows what He’s doing.

—Pastor Charles R. Swindoll

0 good deed goes unpunished! Have you ever heard that cynical quip? People usually blurt it out when
helping someone backfires, and instead of thanks, they get trouble in return.

However, the truth is, God sees every act of sacrifice, generosity, and love. With God, no good deed goes
unnoticed. He smiles upon His children when they reflect His heart, and He “rewards those who sincerely
seek him” (Hebrews 11:6).

Yet it doesn't always feel like God is watching when an act of love receives no reciprocation. When giving
generously results in financial hardship. Or when the acclaim from a heroic action generates jealousy and
animosity in others.

Although David’s defeat of Goliath saved the nation, it also stirred up a bees’ nest of trouble for him. His
victory over one enemy created a new one: King Saul.

This Searching the Scriptures study will look at the early days of Saul’s long hatred for David. David may
have felt he was being “punished” for doing good, but God’s favor never left him. David’s example of
patiently trusting in God through mistreatment reveals what followers of Jesus can do when they face
opposition, despite—or even because of—their faithfulness to God.
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m PREPARE YOUR HEART

Pray the wisdom-rich words of Psalm 37:1-6, asking God to fill you with wisdom as you face your enemies.

Don’t worry about the wicked
or envy those who do wrong,
For like grass, they soon fade away.
Like spring flowers, they soon wither.
Trust in the Lorp and do good.
Then you will live safely in the land and prosper.
Take delight in the Lorp,
and he will give you your heart’s desires.
Commit everything you do to the Lorp.
Trust him, and he will help you.
He will make your innocence radiate like the dawn,
and the justice of your cause will shine like the noonday sun.

TURN TO THE SCRIPTURES

With Goliath leading their war machine, the Philistines threatened to crush the newly formed kingdom
of Israel. The young shepherd looked nothing like a warrior, but David defied expectations. He defeated
Goliath because of his faith in God, winning both the battle and the hearts of the people. With a whirl of
his sling, David became the most famous man in Israel.

But the most beloved person in the kingdom should be the king. At least, that’s how Saul felt. Saul didn’t
know that God had already chosen David to replace him as king. Turn now to I Samuel 17:55-18:9 to see the
genesis of the souring of Saul’s relationship with his heir apparent.

Observation: Four Different Relationships

Pastor Chuck Swindoll’s approach to Bible study—as described in his book, Searching the Scriptures: Find the
Nourishment Your Soul Needs—begins with observing a passage of Scripture. He looks carefully at every word,
every sentence, every paragraph and asks, “What does the text say?” Read 1 Samuel 17:55-18:9 this way.
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David under Saul—1 Samuel 17:55-58

News about David’s defeat of Goliath spread quickly. What inquiry did Saul make about David’s identity
just before and after David’s battle with Goliath? He made this inquiry three times in 1 Samuel 17:55-56, 58.

How did David respond to Saul’s inquiry in 17:58? What strikes you about David’s response?

David with Jonathan—1 Samuel 18:1-4

David’s proximity to King Saul allowed him to get close to his son, Jonathan. What expressions does
1 Samuel 18:1 and 18:3 use to describe the friendship between Jonathan and David?
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According to 1 Samuel 18:4, what did Jonathan do for David in light of their friendship?

God knew that David needed an intimate friend—a kindred spirit—to go through the valley
that was ahead of him. These men needed to embrace and relate and love one another and
assure each other with God’s encouragement at low tides. It’s beautiful. And we need that in
our lives as well. —Pastor Chuck Swindoll

David before Israel—1 Samuel 18:5-7
David proved his worth to Saul by killing Goliath, and Saul honored David by giving him more

responsibilities. According to 1 Samuel 18:5, how did David fare in the assignments Saul gave him?
Consequently, how did the people of Israel view David according to 18:5-7?
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Saul versus David—1 Samuel 18:8-9

According to 1 Samuel 18:8, what was Saul’s emotional response to Israel’s newfound love for David? How
did the events of this passage affect Saul’s relationship with David, according to 18:9?

David became an overnight celebrity. Very few people could take that all in stride, but
David did. He knew how to live with success without having it affect him. It’s a rare person
who can do that . . . especially if he or she is young and has never lived before the public.
—Pastor Chuck Swindoll

28 Interpretation: Learning from David’s Relationships

The interpretation phase of Bible study examines timeless theological truths based on a passage of Scripture.
The author of 1 Samuel draws out four themes: submission, affection, exaltation, and opposition. After you
answer each question below, write your own timeless principle based on David’s example that believers in Jesus
Christ can follow.

How did David show submission as he found himself in the court of King Saul (I Samuel 17:55-58 and 18:2, 5)?
Remember, David had been anointed as Israel’s next king, but Saul didn't know.
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How did David and Jonathan show brotherly affection for one another amid David’s tumultuous relationship
with Saul (I Samuel 18:1-4)? For some insight into the meaning of the expressions used to describe their
friendship, check out Constable’s Notes at netbible.org.

How do you think David responded to the people’s exaltations (18:5-7)? (Note: you can learn interpretive
principles both from what the text says and from what it does not say.)

Based on the character of David presented in this entire passage, how might you expect David to respond to
the opposition from King Saul in the coming passages (18:8-9)?

Throughout this season of David’s life, he remained humble—despite knowledge that he would soon replace
Saul as king and despite the praise poured on him by the people. This posture kept his focus away from
himself and on his God. What an example!
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Correlation: David’s Success and Wisdom

First Samuel 18:5 notes that David “prospered” (NASB) in every task Saul assigned to him. The Hebrew verb
translated “to prosper” or “to succeed” is sakal, and this verb is often used specifically to describe someone
walking in wisdom or insight.

Read the following proverbs containing the verb sakal. Describe how David showed the characteristics
praised in each proverb, and how they are relevant for you to apply in your season of life.

Proverbs 10:19

Proverbs 16:23

Proverbs 21:11
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David’s wise actions were rooted in his trust in God. He rested in God’s protection and remained faithful
while serving Saul—even when Saul hated him. Many today find themselves in a position like David’s,
wondering how to trust God in the face of a fearsome enemy.

Application: Persisting in Good Deeds

Three points of application arise from David’s example during his time of transition from being a nobody to
taking center stage in Israel’s story—despite Saul’s opposition.

1. Not knowing the future forces us to take one day at a time. David didn’t know why he faced such fierce
opposition from Saul, but he trusted God and poured out his heart to Him.

2. Having a friend helps us face whatever comes our way. Jonathan provided David a lifeline during his
seasons of trial—extending encouragement, love, and support.

3. Being positive and wise is the best reaction to an enemy. David knew he would be king. He could have
taken Saul’s throne by force, but he trusted God’s timing. How wise!

Do you ever feel like you're experiencing punishment for your good deeds? How can trusting that God sees
these good deeds and holds the future in His hands change your perspective?
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Do you have a dear friend like Jonathan—a friend with whom you can lock arms on your spiritual journey?
How has this {riendship encouraged you in your walk with God? How can you be a Jonathan to someone in
your life today?

What is your gut reaction when a Saul-like person attacks you? What would it look like for you to adopt a
wise attitude like David’s the next time you face an enemy?

David’s good deeds earned him both fans and foes, yet neither led him to think too highly of himself.
He trusted that God would make him king in His time, and all the while, he maintained an openhanded
posture of a servant. Regardless of the opposition you might face today, trust your sovereign God.

m A FINAL PRAYER

As you close your Bible today, offer this prayer from Pastor Chuck:

Father, show us the difference between what pleases us and what pleases You. Develop within us a
sheer desire that we’ll less and less even consider the option of disobedience. Help us be like David—
to stand fast, to do what is right without tiring of it. In Jesus’ name, amen.

ENDNOTE
1. Tolearn about Pastor Chuck Swindoll’s Searching the Scriptures method of Bible study, go to the web page, “How to Study the Bible for Yourself.”
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Every Crutch Removed
1 Samuel 18-21

I'll tell you, when every one of your crutches is removed, things begin to
erode. As the erosion continues, you begin to think differently. And then you
begin to lose sight of the truth. And then you hit bottom. But God will hold
you up.

—Pastor Charles R. Swindoll

F you've ever broken a leg, you know firsthand the immense value of a crutch. A crutch did what your
broken leg couldn't. If you wanted to walk, you needed your crutch. If you removed it, in a matter of
moments, you would have found yourself facedown on the pavement.

Every human being will rely on crutches for support throughout life—not necessarily because of a broken
leg but because of a broken soul. Sin leads many to mold God’s good gifts like successful careers, financial
security, or loving mates into crutches for the soul. While these crutches and others are common and
socially acceptable, they eventually will crack and buckle under the weight of a person’s soul. Those who
cling to them will only crumble with them . . .

But there is a crutch, a lone crutch, strong enough to support the soul.
This Searching the Scriptures study will look at David’s painful season where God kicked out every broken

crutch, one by one, from his life. Then, we’ll consider who is the unbreaking support, the one perfect
crutch we can always lean on when the weight of life is too great to bear.
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m PREPARE YOUR HEART

First Samuel 18-21 discusses Saul’s mission to kill David. While he was running, David wrote psalms
about the weight of his circumstances. As you prepare to read about these events, offer to God the words of
Psalm 59:1—4.

Rescue me from my enemies, O God.
Protect me from those who have come to destroy me.
Rescue me from these criminals;
save me from these murderers.
They have set an ambush for me.
Fierce enemies are out there waiting, LORD,
though I have not sinned or offended them.
I have done nothing wrong,
yet they prepare to attack me.
Wake up! See what is happening and help me!

88|l TURN TO THE SCRIPTURES

After David slayed the Philistine giant, Goliath, he became an overnight celebrity in Israel. His continued
success in combat led the people to write a song about him (I Samuel 18:7):

Saul has killed his thousands,
and David his ten thousands!

As you might imagine, King Saul did not like seeing his glory given to a shepherd boy. While David’s
popularity grew so also did Saul’s jealousy of him. This jealousy would lead Saul to do anything to stop
David’s rise to power. Saul’s fierce pursuit of David, beginning in 1 Samuel 18, kickstarts David’s crutch-
kicking season. How would he respond?
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Observation: David’s Crutches Removed

Read 1 Samuel 19:8-22; 20:1-4, 30-33, 41-42; 21:10—14 and keep track of the supports David lost. Also, pay
special attention to those areas where the text says that David “fled” or “escaped.”

David’s First Crutch—1 Samuel 19:8-10

Once Saul’s jealousy had been aroused, he had one goal: to kill David. His first attack occurred in
1 Samuel 18:10—12. Despite Saul’s act of malice, David remained in service to the king. However, David
wouldn't stick around for more murder attempts!

What event recorded in 19:8 precipitated Saul’s assault on David in 19:9? If this was the external reason for
Saul’s attack, what was in the internal reason according to 19:9? See also 16:14.

According to 19:10, how did David respond to Saul’s attempt to take his life?
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David’s Second Crutch—1 Samuel 19:11-17
Because of David’s victory over Goliath, Saul gave David his daughter Michal in marriage—just as Saul

had promised according to I Samuel 17:25 (see also 18:17-30). According to 19:12—14, what did Michal do to
protect David from Saul’s attack?

David’s Third Crutch—1 Samuel 19:18-22; 20:1

According to 1 Samuel 19:18-22, what events happened while David was with Samuel that allowed him to
flee from Saul in 20:1?
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David’s Fourth Crutch—1 Samuel 20:1-4, 30-33, 41-42

Next, David met up with his good friend Jonathan, another of Saul’s children. At first, Jonathan didn’t
believe his own father would want to kill David, so Jonathan and David devised a plan to uncover Saul’s
intentions. In your own words, summarize what Saul said to Jonathan in I Samuel 20:30-31 when his son
mentioned David. What did this response lead David to do in 20:41-42?

David’s Fifth Crutch—1 Samuel 21:10-14

When David seemed to have nowhere else to turn, he fled to Gath, home of the Philistines and Goliath.
What did David do in 1 Samuel 21:13 to protect himself from the threat of the king of Gath?

David lost his position in the king’s court. He ran from Saul and then lost the companionship of his beloved
wife, spiritual mentor, and best friend. To make things worse, he forfeited all his dignity. It seemed as
though David had nothing and no one. But he did have God, who would remain the source of his strength
as he fled Saul’s relentless pursuit.
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Y

Interpretation: The Truth about Crutches

Only once observation is complete can a student of the Scriptures consider what the passage means and
extract timeless theological truths based on this meaning.! Pastor Chuck Swindoll identifies three principles
in this account of David losing his crutches.

1. Crutches become substitutes for God.
2. Crutches keep one’s focus horizontal rather than vertical.
3. Crutches provide only temporary relief.

How do you see each of these three principles on display in David’s life as he ran from Saul? List some
specific examples from the passages discussed in the observation section.

Write your own timeless principle about crutches based on this account of David and Saul.

God doesn’t give temporary relief. He offers a permanent solution. —Pastor Chuck Swindoll
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Correlation: Leaning on God

David’s son Solomon was the wisest man who ever lived. Thankfully, God preserved much of his wisdom in
the book of Proverbs. One of these proverbs addresses the topic of crutches.

Read Proverbs 3:5—-6. What crutch does this proverb warn against leaning upon? Why do you think the
proverb focuses specifically on this crutch? (Hint: remember who wrote this proverb!)

According to this proverb, what—or whom—should someone lean on after removing this dangerous crutch?
What promise does this proverb offer those who lean appropriately?

Knowledge represents one particularly dangerous crutch that can replace a Christ-follower’s dependence
on God, but it isn't the only one. Application of these passages requires a careful look at one’s own life to
consider what crutches one might be using instead of God.
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Application: “Leaning” Lessons for Broken Souls

Based on his study of the account of Saul’s murderous pursuit of David, Pastor Chuck developed two
applications about leaning on God:

1. There is nothing wrong with leaning as long as youre leaning on God. Yes, David had the support of his
loved ones, but he placed all his trust in God. When all his other crutches failed, God was there to
hold David up.

2. Being stripped of all substitutes for God is the most painful of all. David may have relied on God, but that
didn’t mean the loss of the support system around him was easy. He needed God all the more to

carry him through that difficult time.

What crutches do you tend to reach for when you feel yourself collapsing under the weight of life?

Have you ever had an experience like David’s when the crutches you once leaned on so heavily were
completely stripped away from you? How did God support you through this experience?
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What would it look like for you to toss away these easily broken crutches and lean wholly on God? In the
space below, write down a few practical steps you can take today.

David endured the difficult experience of having every last crutch stripped from his grasp. When nothing
was left, the only one he could lean on was God. If you find yourself in this painful crutch-kicking season,
shift all your weight to lean into and onto Christ, your eternal support. You'll never, ever regret it!

m A FINAL PRAYER

Father, thank You for being the support that never fails. Help me identify those crutches I tend to lean on
too heavily. Though the process may be painful, I ask You to teach me to rely on You alone. I trust You, and I
believe You will always hold me up. Help me remember this truth. I pray in Jesus’ unfailing name. Amen.

ENDNOTE
1. To learn about Pastor Chuck Swindoll’s Searching the Scriptures method of Bible study, go to the web page, “How to Study the Bible for Yourself.

»
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For Cave Dwellers Only
1 Samuel 22:1-2; Selected Psalms

When the sovereign God brings us to nothing, it is to reroute our lives, not to
end them.

—Pastor Charles R. Swindoll

j .7OU may not notice it, but many people around you are living in caves. No, not literal caves. On the
outside, these people’s lives may look picture-perfect, but inside, their souls have retreated to a cave—
an often dark, dismal, depressing, and disillusioning place.

When the world around someone seems to be crumbling, the natural human tendency is to run and
hide—to seek shelter from the dangers, the fears, the worries, and the hurts of life. While a cave may
provide temporary respite from the falling debris, such a refuge can become a prison to the one who refuses
to leave its guarded walls.

Even David, a man after God’s own heart, ran and hid in a cave when his burdensome circumstances
threatened to crush him. This Searching the Scriptures study will examine David’s thoughts and feelings
while he was dwelling in the cave to see how God both shaped David and prepared him for what would
come after the cave.

God wants to do the same things with those who still dwell in caves today.

K% www.insightorg | wwwinsightworld.org e
%) Copyright © 1977, 2022 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc. All rights are reserved worldwide.

Duplication of copyrighted material for commercial use is strictly prohibited.
INSIGHT FOR LIVING
MINISTRIES

Committed to Excellence in Communicating Biblical Truth and Its Application




DAVID: A MAN OF PASSION AND DESTINY SEARCHING

THE

STUDY SEVEN SCRIPTURES

For Cave Dwellers Only STUDY
1 Samuel 22:1-2; Selected Psalms

m PREPARE YOUR HEART

When David spent his days seeking shelter in a cave, he wrote several psalms. Confess your need for God
by offering the words of Psalm 142:1—4 in preparation for your study of God’s Word today:

I cry out to the Lorp;
I plead for the LorD’s mercy.
I pour out my complaints before him
and tell him all my troubles.
When I am overwhelmed,
you alone know the way I should turn.
Wherever I go,
my enemies have set traps for me.
I look for someone to come and help me,
but no one gives me a passing thought!
No one will help me;
no one cares a bit what happens to me.

SB|| TURN TO THE SCRIPTURES

With each success in the arena of battle and in the political arena, David looked more and more like a king.
Once King Saul realized that David posed a threat to the throne, Saul committed himself to a singular
goal . ..

To kill David.

Amid Saul’s pursuit, David ran for his life, giving up everything to stay alive. He forfeited his rewarding job
in Saul’s court. He left behind his wife, his mentor, and his best friend. When it seemed like he had lost all
hope, David gave up even his own dignity to hide among his enemies, the Philistines. With all his crutches
removed, all David had to lean upon was God.
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According to 1 Samuel 22:1, what did David do after hiding among the Philistines in Gath?

According to 22:2, others joined David during this time. What were their reasons for siding with Israel’s
rejected hero?

1.

2.

3.

When David’s morale sunk as low as it possibly could go, he became a refuge to those like him who had
been chewed up, spat out, and left behind by society. While David and these other vagabonds found
community in the haven of that cold, dark cave, David composed several psalms to God—songs dripping
with earnest cries for help and heartfelt refrains of hope.

This study will look at three of these psalms: Psalms 142, 57, and 34. The following charts will guide you
through observation and interpretation of each psalm individually. Then, the rest of the study will continue
with correlation and application according to the method laid out in Pastor Chuck Swindoll’s book, Searching
the Scriptures: Find the Nourishment Your Soul Needs.!
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David Admits His Need
Psalm 142:1-7

Careful students of the Bible always read a psalm’s superscript. This brief note often provides an interpretive
key that clues the readers in to the psalm’s context, which is essential to unlocking its meaning. Read the
superscript of Psalm 142 and write down the context of its composition:

Observation

Mo

Interpretation

According to 142:1-4, how did David describe his
circumstances? How does knowing the context of
the psalm provide clarity to these descriptions?

According to 142:5-6, how did David respond to his
circumstances?

The superscript calls this psalm a maskil, a title
which comes from the verb meaning “to instruct.”
What is the main lesson David was teaching through
this psalm?

This psalm ends abruptly, with little resolution.
Why do you think David wrote it this way?

This was the lowest moment of David’s life to date. He had no security. He had no food. He
had no one to talk to. He had no promise to cling to. He had no hope that anything would
ever change. He was alone in a dark cave, away from everything and everybody he loved.
Everybody except God. —Pastor Chuck Swindoll
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David Cries for Help
Psalm 57:1-11
Although Psalm 142 captures a snapshot of David at one of his lowest moments, he did not sulk in his
cave forever. Rather, he recalled God’s promises to him, and his adversity drove him to his knees in prayer.

In Psalm 57, David prayed earnestly and came to see that God—not the cave—was his true “protection”
(57:1).

Observation

What did David say he would do in 57:9-11, despite | What does David’s call in 57:2-3 reveal about his
the bleak outlook described in 57:4, 6? faith in God? (Note the verb tenses!)

Interpretation

Read 57:5, then 57:11. What stands out to you most | According to 57:5, 11, what was David’s deepest
about these two verses? desire amid his conflict with Saul?

David was saying, “Now You be gracious to me, God. I'm stretched—pulled beyond my
limits. But You meet my needs.” He’s crying out his declaration of dependence.
—Pastor Chuck Swindoll

r\,) www.insightorg | www.insightworld.org
) Copyright © 1977, 2022 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc. All rights are reserved worldwide.

Duplication of copyrighted material for commercial use is strictly prohibited.
INSIGHT FOR LIVING

MINISTRIES

Committed to Excellence in Communicating Biblical Truth and Its Application



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+57&version=NLT;NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+57%3A9%E2%80%9311&version=NLT;NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+57%3A4%2C+6&version=NLT;NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+57%3A5&version=NLT;NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+57%3A11&version=NLT;NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+57%3A2%E2%80%933+&version=NLT;NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+57%3A5%2C+11&version=NLT;NASB1995

DAVID: A MAN OF PASSION AND DESTINY SEARCHING

THE

STUDY SEVEN SCRIPTURES

For Cave Dwellers Only STUDY
1 Samuel 22:1-2; Selected Psalms

David Humbly Receives God’s Goodness
Psalm 34:1-22

David wrote many of his psalms both to God and for the people of Israel. And he wrote Psalm 34 for
a very specific group of people—those who were “in trouble or in debt or were just discontented”

(1 Samuel 22:2). As you read, imagine yourself seeking refuge in the cave among the ranks of those 400
people who had also lost all their crutches and all their hope.

Observation

What lesson did David hope his readers would learn | How would the refugees in the cave have received

Interpretation

through this psalm (see 34:11-14)? David’s words in 34:15-20?
What words of encouragement did David offer in How did David’s tone and attitude change from
this psalm to those facing terrible situations? Psalm 142 to Psalm 57 to Psalm 34?

We don’t know in what order David wrote these psalms, but looking at his life, they seem to fit
in this backward order: Psalm 142 when he’s at his lowest moment on his face, Psalm 57 when
he’s on his knees, and finally Psalm 34 when he’s on his feet. —Pastor Chuck Swindoll
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Correlation: The Perfect Refuge

David found his true refuge not in the dark recesses of the cave but in the caring embrace of his God. Nearly
one thousand years later, Jesus offered the same haven in Himself.

Read Matthew 11:28-30. Whom did Jesus address in 11:28? What caring message did He offer them?

What two traits did Jesus use to describe himself in 11:29?

1.

2.

Those desperate for shelter today need only to hide in Jesus, the ever-present help and eternal hope. This
hope is available right now to any who would take hold of it.

Application: How David Changed

The cave of Adullam became not a prison but a sanctuary where David could connect with God. He entered
the cave helpless but emerged hopeful. How did such a profound change come over David? Pastor Chuck
offers three explanations. David was . . .

1. Hurt enough to admit his need. God slowly took away each of David’s crutches. When the pain was so
great from all he had lost, David didn’t give up. He turned to God.

2. Honest enough to cry for help. There was no pretending or posturing with David. He directly addressed
his needs to God and sought His help.

3. Humble enough to learn from God. David used his time of trial to learn and to grow.
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Do you ever find yourself among the cave dwellers? Where do you tend to hide or seek refuge? What
enemies usually drive you there?

What would it look like for you to leave your cave behind and take refuge in the rest Christ offers? Perhaps
God is calling you to adopt one of the characteristics David showed during his cave-dwelling experience.

When David had nowhere else to turn, he hid in a cave. God, however, used this season to strengthen David
and to remind him of His faithfulness. You might feel like David today—as if the cave you're hiding in is
your only shelter from the threats and harms of this world. Join David. Step out of your cave in faith and
find comfort in the light—the light of God’s mercy and grace.
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m A FINAL PRAYER

Father, thank You for those times You brought me out of the darkest moments of my life. I ask You to show
me the caves where I tend to hide so I can trust You to bring me out with Your guiding hand. Help me to find
refuge in the shelter of Your wings only. I pray these things in Jesus’ safe and secure name. Amen.

ENDNOTE
1. To learn about Pastor Chuck Swindoll’s Searching the Scriptures method of Bible study, go to the web page, “How to Study the Bible for Yourself.
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Life’s Most Subtle Temptation
1 Samuel 24

Let’s learn a lesson from David: When life’s most subtle temptation attempts
to draw you in, refuse to yield. Trust me on this one . . . you'll never regret
forgiving someone who doesn’t deserve it.

—Pastor Charles R. Swindoll

A CCORDING to James 1:14, the source of temptation is “our own desires, which entice us and drag us
away” (James 1:14). Yet one temptation is particularly enticing . . . so alluring that it draws many in,
yet so subtle that few ever recognize its magnetic pull. Is it lust? Anger? Greed?

No, life’s most subtle temptation is revenge.

Revenge tends to disguise itself behind acceptable terms. Instead of saying, “I'm getting even!” people
will say, “I'm just standing up for my rights.” This thinking naturally leads to another label for revenge:
“justified retaliation.” For some, settling the score becomes a moral obligation. They take the law into
their own hands and mete out their own justice as they see fit.

Likely, David felt he had the right to this “justified retaliation” against Saul. All David had done was love
God, defend Israel, and serve King Saul. But Saul was jealous of David, and the king spent years in hot
pursuit, trying to kill the shepherd by any means possible.

One day, however, David heard sweet revenge whispering in his ear. Saul was vulnerable, and David had
a chance to get even. Would David yield to revenge’s invitation?
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m PREPARE YOUR HEART

As you prepare to study David’s temptation, offer in prayer Psalm 54:4—7. David expressed these words of
trust in God right before encountering the bloodthirsty king.

But God is my helper.
The Lord keeps me alive!
May the evil plans of my enemies be turned against them.
Do as you promised and put an end to them.
I will sacrifice a voluntary offering to you;
I will praise your name, O LORD,
for it is good.
For you have rescued me from my troubles
and helped me to triumph over my enemies.

SB|| TURN TO THE SCRIPTURES

The backdrop of David’s temptation to take revenge was the ruthless paranoia Saul displayed in

1 Samuel 22-23. In these chapters, Saul ordered the execution of Ahimelech for aiding David and the
massacre of all the priests at Nob, their wives, and their children. David also narrowly escaped when the
citizens of Keilah and the Ziphites betrayed him.

After some time passed, David finally settled down in the oasis of En-gedi. This hilly region was dotted with
caves which David used as hideouts. It offered the refreshment of a flowing spring and teemed with wildlife.
It was a perfect “stronghold” where David could set up camp and wait until Saul gave up his chase.

Saul, however, would eventually hear of David’s newest hiding spot, and he would go to trap David. But Saul
wouldn't find David. David would find him. First Samuel 24 records what happened.
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Observation: A Case Study on Revenge

Observe 1 Samuel 24 by noting the flow of the narrative. Who are the main characters? What do they

say and do? In what ways do you feel the tension intensifying as the conflict comes to a peak? How is it
resolved? Use these questions to guide you in the observation phase of our Searching the Scriptures Bible study
method.!

The Situation—1 Samuel 24:1-2

What news did Saul receive in I Samuel 24:1? According to 24:2, how did he respond to this news?

The Temptation—1 Samuel 24:3-7

In I Samuel 24:3, Saul went to “relieve himself” in the very cave where David was hiding. Unknowingly, Saul
put himself into a very vulnerable position! According to 24:4, what did David’s friends suggest he do with
this opportune moment? What did David do instead?

Put yourself in the sandals of one of David’s soldiers. You've been on the run, living out of caves for too long.
Finally, only by an act of God, your pursuer strolls into your cave, but he doesn’t see you. Now’s our chance!
You hand your knife to David. The kill should be his, after all. That’s revenge. David draws the knife, tiptoes
to Saul’s back, and . . . trims Saul’s robe?
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David’s retinue likely would have scratched their heads at this point wondering, Did he really just let Saul go?
David, however, had quite a different reaction. Summarize David’s response in I Samuel 24:5—7. Why did
David let Saul live?

The Conversation—1 Samuel 24:8-22

According to David’s words in 1 Samuel 24:8-9, what lie did Saul believe about David? How did David clarify
the truth in 24:10-112

According to David’s words to Saul in 24:12—15, who would ultimately judge Saul’s actions?
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What kinds of emotion did Saul show in response to David in I Samuel 24:16—-21? What realization did he
come to in 24:20? According to 24:22, how did the encounter end?

This is very, very important. Wrong is being done against David, and when you have been
wronged, it is necessary for you to declare the truth. You are responsible for declaring the
truth to your enemy, whoever the enemy might be. You cannot change your enemy, but you
can be sure he or she understands the right facts. —Pastor Chuck Swindoll

Interpretation: Hard Facts to Face about Revenge

From his observation of this interaction between David and Saul, Pastor Chuck Swindoll wisely observed
three steps that lead to revenge:

1. Injury: One person harms another.
2. Vulnerability: The victim later finds the perpetrator open to harm.
3. Depravity: The sinful nature of the victim leads him or her to seek revenge.
How do you see these three features represented in this account of David’s encounter with Saul? Which

feature is absent in this narrative? What does this absence reveal about David? How is David’s example
instructive for followers of Jesus Christ today?
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There’s no such thing as a small step on the road to temptation or on the pathway to
revenge and retaliation. Even a small step in that direction is a wrong step.
—Pastor Chuck Swindoll

Reread the exchange between David and Saul in 1 Samuel 24:12-21. What timeless truths do their words
reveal about revenge?

Even though Saul had committed innumerable evils, David did not yield to the subtle temptation of revenge.
Instead of thrusting the knife into Saul’s back, David opened his hands and trusted that God would judge
Saul. In doing so, David demonstrated a truth that the apostle Paul would later teach: “Vengeance belongs to
the Lord.”

Correlation: Vengeance Belongs to the Lord
The narratives of the Old Testament powerfully shape readers because they actively demonstrate the truth
about God. Some truths, however, are so important that the biblical authors articulate and expand them

again . . . and again. Romans 12:17-21 contains a succinct yet profound discussion about revenge.

What is the apostle Paul’s fundamental command concerning revenge in 12:17?
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According to Romans 12:19, to whom does vengeance ultimately belong? (Note: this is a quotation of
Deuteronomy 32:35.) How does this principle relate to Paul’s command that opened this passage?

According to Romans 12:20-21, how should followers of Jesus treat their enemies?

What a radical paradigm shift! Paul called Christians to do more than just resist seeking revenge against
those who harm them. Instead, he took it a step further and urged followers of Jesus to love and serve their
enemies. This is easy to read but hard to practice in the struggles of day-to-day life. Thankfully, Pastor
Chuck shares some wisdom on how to apply these truths today.

Application: Tough Principles to Practice against Revenge

Drawing from the well of David’s example, Pastor Chuck offers the water of biblical application about
revenge that truly is life-giving.

*  Because man is depraved, expect to be mistreated.
*  Because mistreatment is inevitable, anticipate feelings of revenge.

*  Because the desire for revenge is predictable, refuse to fight in the flesh.
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In what ways does your current cultural climate encourage people to give in to the subtle temptation of
revenge?

Is there someone in your life who has hurt you so deeply that you still carry the wounds? How have you
dealt with the pain? Have you ever collapsed due to the pain and given in to the temptation of revenge?

What would it look like for you to confront your offender with the truth—not to harm him or her but to
take the first step of forgiveness?

Many people who have been deeply hurt by others can hear revenge singing its sweet song in the
background of their lives. Revenge simply waits for its melody to strike a chord in a sinful heart—Ileading a
hurt person to hurt another. You may feel the tones of this song growing louder, but David’s example shouts
a reminder of a comforting truth . . . vengeance belongs to the Lord.
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m A FINAL PRAYER

As you close this study, think of one person against whom you feel the subtle temptation to take revenge.
Then sincerely offer this prayer to God as you walk toward renewal.

Father, I confess to You that I am resentful toward:

for:

Just as Jesus died for me and released me from the guilt of my sins, I want You to heal me of this
poisonous grudge so I can live in the freedom of Christ’s love. Help me. Free me of this bondage and
keep me from it for the rest of my life. I claim God’s power through Jesus Christ my Lord. In His
gracious name, amen.

ENDNOTE
1. Tolearn about Pastor Chuck Swindoll’s Searching the Scriptures method of Bible study, go to the web page, “How to Study the Bible for Yourself.”
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What to Feed an Angry Man
1 Samuel 25

Is it any wonder God chose David as a man after His own heart? What a
teachable spirit! He was willing to change. May God forever keep us flexible
and teachable. Someone has a word in season for a blind spot in our lives,
and we’re nothing more than dummies if we ignore him or her.

—Pastor Charles R. Swindoll

SLEEPING in the heart of every person is a lion named anger. It isn't always easily wakened, but once it

is stirred, it prepares to pounce. Often, it claws at its victims in subtle ways—through cold shoulders,
passive-aggressive comments, or feelings of bitterness. Occasionally, however, anger emerges with a roar of
fury, leading a person to commit acts of horrific violence.

These behaviors don't seem to befit a follower of God. Yet, many Christians let the angry lion loose from
time to time. Even David, a man after God’s own heart, lost control and found himself prowling and ready
to strike.

This Searching the Scriptures study looks at a conflict that awoke David’s anger, and it will show how God
graciously intervened to send the lion back to its den. While anger lives in every heart, God provides a way
to soothe that beast into a deep, deep sleep.
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m PREPARE YOUR HEART

One can easily feel trapped in the circumstances of life and bound by the emotions these circumstances
produce, such as anger, fear, shame, and guilt. As you prepare to search the Scriptures today, pray the words
of Psalm 40:1-3, and ask God to release you from these chains.

I waited patiently for the Lorp to help me,
and he turned to me and heard my cry.
He lifted me out of the pit of despair,
out of the mud and the mire.
He set my feet on solid ground
and steadied me as I walked along.
He has given me a new song to sing,
a hymn of praise to our God.
Many will see what he has done and be amazed.
They will put their trust in the LoRrD.

88|l TURN TO THE SCRIPTURES

After David spared Saul’s life in the cave at En-gedi, Saul, in a rare moment of humility, told David, “You
are a better man than I am, for you have repaid me good for evil” (I Samuel 24:17). Then Saul called off his
ruthless pursuit of David . . . for a while, anyway.

Leaving En-gedi, David and his men moved to the Judean mountains to try to carve out a new life in the
wilderness. Look up Maon at bibleatlas.org. Trace David’s route from En-gedi to Maon. What do you observe
about this region?
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Not much time passed before another person named Nabal offended David. How did David respond this
time? Did he extend mercy to Nabal as he did to Saul? Or did David’s anger overcome him? Open your Bible
and turn to 1 Samuel 25 to find out!

Observation: Three Main Characters

When Pastor Chuck Swindoll studies a biblical passage, he always keeps his detective’s eye looking for three
things: people, events, and timeless truths.' Today’s passage contains all three! As you observe 1 Samuel 25,
however, pay special attention to the major people, taking note of what they did and how the author
described them.

Nabal—1 Samuel 25:2-13

Read I Samuel 25:2-3. In the space below, write down a description of Nabal. What words do these verses
use to describe him?

Reciprocation is a common practice today. For example, if a friend offers you a gift on your birthday, the
unspoken expectation is that you would reciprocate and offer your friend a gift on his or her birthday. In
many ancient cultures, however, reciprocation stood as a central pillar of social structures. Relationships
often lived or died through reciprocation alone.

According to 25:7-8, what did David point out to Nabal? How did David expect Nabal to reciprocate?
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How did Nabal react in I Samuel 25:10-11 to David’s request? What did David say in 25:13 when he heard
Nabal’s reaction?

Abigail—1 Samuel 25:14-31

As the temperature of the conflict between David and Nabal rose, the only one who could cool off the
tension was Nabal’s wife Abigail. According to I Samuel 25:18—19, how did Abigail respond when she heard
about their conflict?

According to 25:28-31, why did Abigail treat David the way she did? What did she recognize about David
that Nabal neglected?
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David—1 Samuel 25:32-44

In your own words, summarize David’s words to Abigail in 1 Samuel 25:32-35. Was Abigail successful in
what she set out to do?

While David previously had “repaid [Saul] good for evil” (24:17), Nabal was now repaying David “evil for
good” (25:21). Thanks to Abigail, David showed restraint and did not seek vengeance against Nabal. Just as
he did with Saul, David trusted God, and God judged Nabal for his actions.

A\

22| Interpretation: Three Natural Conflicts

The three main characters in 1 Samuel 25 each provide an example for how the people of God should—
or should not—act. More than this, however, interpretation of this passage will uncover hidden gems of
theological truth about natural conflicts that will inevitably occur in life.

Between Husband and Wife

In what ways was Abigail different from her husband? What kinds of characteristics did Abigail show by
bringing food and supplies to David without Nabal knowing (I Samuel 25:19)? How did David describe these
acts in 25:32-35? For more insight into Abigail’s character, check out Constable’s Notes at netbible.org.
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Here’s the practical side of wisdom. Abigail knew exactly what approach she would take
when she encountered David. Three things stand out: her tact, her faith, her loyalty.
—Pastor Chuck Swindoll

Between Employer and Employee

According to 1 Samuel 25:25, what is the meaning of the name “Nabal”? In this narrative, how did Nabal live
up to his name in his dealings with David?

Between Anger and Murder

How did David initially react to Nabal’s poor treatment of him? How did David’s treatment of Saul differ?
(Compare 1 Samuel 24:12—15 and 25:12—13.) Why do you think David’s two responses differed so drastically?

Often, when we are faced with a crisis, the standard, garden-variety answer is to sort of
tuck our tail between our legs and run. But there is a better way. God says, “There’s a
reason for this. And I'm willing to do creative things through you to put you back on your
feet.” It will take creativity, it will take determination, it will take constant eyes on the
Lord. But when He pulls it off, it’s marvelous. —Pastor Chuck Swindoll
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Correlation: Jesus on Anger

David felt so angry toward Nabal that he was ready to draw his sword and spill Nabal’s blood. It almost
feels as if Jesus had this very moment in mind when he addressed the topic of anger in His Sermon on the
Mount.

Read Matthew 5:21-26. Which of the ten commandments did Jesus discuss in this passage? What connection
did Jesus make between this commandment and a person’s feeling of anger?

What alternative did Jesus offer those who struggle with feelings of murderous anger?

Jesus was teaching His followers to stop sin before it starts by dealing with it in the heart. That’s how Abigail
stopped David from murdering Nabal. She appealed to David’s heart by casting a vision of how God would
make him “leader of Israel,” and she warned him not to “blemish” his good name with needless bloodshed
(I Samuel 25:30-31).
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Application: Supernatural Solutions to Natural Conflicts

Both Nabal and David acted in a less-than-godly way in this account. Both showed a great deal of anger
toward the other. Combating anger sometimes feels like bailing water in a violent storm. Just as you toss a
bucket of water over one side of the boat, a swell washes over the other side. Have you ever been surprised
by a wave of your own anger? What caused it?

Unlike David and Nabal, Abigail showed the faith, tact, and wisdom of a true follower of God. From her
example, Pastor Chuck developed two application principles:

First, whenever conflicts arise . . . be wise! Look at the big picture of the circumstances, at both sides of the
conflict. Don’t be hasty. Pray, and ask God for wisdom before you act.

What conflict are you facing today? It may be a marital conflict, or you could be dealing with a difficult
situation at work. It is possible that your conflict is not external but internal—a conflict of conscience.
Practically speaking, how can you be wise as you work through this conflict? How can you emulate the
wisdom Abigail showed?
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Second, whenever you realize there’s nothing you can do . . . wait! God allows impasses in order to stop you so
you can wait on Him to work out His plan.

Waiting on God requires trusting Him, His plan, and His perfect timing. This never is easy. In the space
below, write down a prayer, asking God to increase your faith as you wait for Him to work out your conflict.

When the lion of David’s anger took control of his heart, he entered a heated conflict with Nabal. And when
David lacked the wisdom to resolve the dispute, God sent Abigail to cool the anger of both men. And He
will send you your Abigail, too. You only need to be wise and wait.

m A FINAL PRAYER

Father, I know I get angry sometimes, and I know that I have contributed to many conflicts throughout my life.
Please, forgive me of these things today. I ask You to work in me to replace feelings of unrighteous anger with
the fruit of the Spirit like peace, patience, kindness, and self-control. Help me show these characteristics to all,
especially to those with whom I am in conflict. Help me to be wise as I wait on Your perfect timing. I pray in
Jesus’ name. Amen.

ENDNOTE
1. Tolearn about Pastor Chuck Swindoll’s Searching the Scriptures method of Bible study, go to the web page, “How to Study the Bible for Yourself.”
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Cloudy Days . .. Dark Nights
1 Samuel 27:1-30:6

The timeless truth woven all the way through this passage is that dark days
call for right thinking and a vertical focus. The storms of life aren’t designed
to throw us on our backs but to bring us to our knees.

—Pastor Charles R. Swindoll

DO you ever feel like you're adrift at sea . . . with no sense of direction and no idea how to find the
refuge of dry land? Does it ever feel like life is hitting you with wave after wave of disappointment,
disillusionment, and distress?

You may look around and wonder, How did I even get here? Many times, people find themselves caught in
the stormy seas by no act of their own. There is nothing morally or spiritually wrong if someone feels this
way. Humans can’t control the storm!

Occasionally, however, a person will actively put his or her own boat into the choppy waters by making a
poor decision in a moment of folly and frail faith.

The ship of King David’s life faced both high tides and low tides, both stormy seas and calm waters. Yet,
in one grim season, David looked up to see the cloudy skies fade into the blackness of night. David felt
hopeless and found himself drowning in a whirlpool of despair. And he was there because of the bad
choices he himself had made.

This Searching the Scriptures study will join David at one of his darkest moments to see how God was
working even in the darkness of David’s sin to bring him into the light. Perhaps, by pointing to David’s
example, God wants to lead you through the storm into the dawn as well.
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m PREPARE YOUR HEART

Scripture records no psalms of David from this tumultuous time. But David still wrote many psalms after
this season, and he likely looked back to these difficult times as inspiration for some of his psalms about
God’s faithfulness. Pray in faith the words of Psalm 30:1-5, and look ahead to the hope God offers, even if
everything feels totally hopeless right now.

I will exalt you, Lorb, for you rescued me.

You refused to let my enemies triumph over me.
O Lorp my God, I cried to you for help,

and you restored my health.
You brought me up from the grave, O Lorbp.

You kept me from falling into the pit of death.
Sing to the Lorb, all you godly ones!

Praise his holy name.
For his anger lasts only a moment,

but his favor lasts a lifetime!
Weeping may last through the night,

but joy comes with the morning.

TURN TO THE SCRIPTURES

Just when he thought he was free from Saul’s relentless pursuit, David heard news that Saul and 3,000 of
Israel’s best soldiers were on the hunt once again. One night, David sneaked into Saul’s camp. Finding Saul
asleep, a soldier offered to kill Saul for David. How did David respond to this offer in I Samuel 26:9-11?
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When David finally confronted Saul, the king humbly confessed, “I have sinned. Come back home, my son,
and I will no longer try to harm you, for you valued my life today. I have been a fool and very, very wrong”
(I Samuel 26:21). Turn now to 1 Samuel 27 to see what David did after Saul and his army went home, leaving
David no closer to the throne than before.

Observation: Clouds and Darkness Come

The story preserved in 1 Samuel 27 may strike you as strange or confusing, but before you reach for any
Bible study resources, read through the chapter a few times using several translations. Make sure you really
understand what the passage says before you consider what it means.!

In your own words, summarize what David thought to himself in 27:1. What was David’s problem? What
did he consider to be the solution? What stands out to you about David’s response in light of the events of
the preceding chapter?

When Saul heard in 27:4 that David went to Gath, he stopped his pursuit. Why did Saul stop, even though
he had been chasing David relentlessly for so long? What irony do you see in David’s choice of refuge? (Hint:
See 17:4 to remember who was from Gath.)
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When David lived in the land of the Philistines, he and his men did some questionable things. Realizing
that King Achish would not approve of David’s actions, he carefully bent the truth to win the king’s
approval. Read 1 Samuel 27:8—10, and using the chart below, compare what David actually did with what he
told Achish he did.

What David actually did (27:8) What he told Achish (27:10)

Whom he fought

Where he fought

According to 27:9, what was the result of David’s battles with the people he actually fought? According to
27:11-12, why did David do these things?

When David was a boy, God promised to make him king. With the passing of time, though, this promise
faded from David’s focus. Instead, he operated with:

* A humanistic viewpoint—-David kept thinking to himself” (27:1)
* Pessimistic reasoning—*Saul is going to get me” (27:1)

* Rationalistic logic—"The best thing I can do is escape to the Philistines” (27:1)
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These distractions led David to turn inward, away from God, to find solutions to his problems rather than
trusting that God would do what He promised.

\3J

22| Interpretation: Winds and Storms Increase
Interpretation builds upon the foundation of observation and develops timeless truths based on David’s
example that the people of God can use in their journey of faith.

In what ways did David show a lack of faith in God in I Samuel 27? What were the consequences of David’s
actions, and who, other than David, did these consequences affect?

To preserve his own life, David compromised his allegiance to his own people and joined the cause of God’s
enemies. In what ways did David show duplicity, vagueness, and secrecy to yield to the desires of both the
Israelites and the Philistines in 27:8—12? Why was this problematic? Constable’s Notes at netbible.org provides
a detailed discussion of these verses.

We don’t hear much about the carnal Christian, do we? Not much is said about the believer
who chooses to disobey God and operate in the flesh. David, at this point in his life, is a
clear illustration of a man who is a believer on the inside, but on the outside, he looks just
like a nonbeliever because of the way he’s living his life. —Pastor Chuck Swindoll
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Correlation: Finding Joy in the Darkness

About 1,000 years after the life of David, James (Jesus’ own half-brother) wrote to a group of believers facing
cloudy days and dark nights. They were scattered from their homes, their friends, and their families, and
they were facing persecution for their faith in Jesus. James wrote to comfort them during a stormy season.

Read James 1:2—4. According to this passage, what attitude are followers of Jesus to have when they face
trouble?

Why did James encourage his readers to adopt this disposition?

The Greek word translated as “troubles” or “trials” can also be translated as “temptations.” How would this
translation affect the way you understand the passage? How would David have benefited from believing this
truth recorded by James?
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Contrary to the suggestion of James, David did not use his season of darkness to grow. He chose, instead,
to fill his sail with his own sinful actions and move deeper into the storm. These choices ultimately harmed
David, and his behavior serves as a warning to those facing cloudy days or dark nights today.

Application: Learning from David’s Injury and Devastation

With each sinful action, David’s life moved deeper into the darkness—Ilike he was descending step by step
into a pit. David experienced four feelings, each progressively worsened until he landed at the lowest point
in his life.

1. Displacement: Although David tried to prove himself to the Philistines, they saw through his
deception and removed him from his position under King Achish (I Samuel 29:1-7).

2. Disillusionment: Once David lost the protection of Achish and the Philistine army, he had no
protection from Saul’s attacks (29:8—11).

3. Depression: When David returned to Ziklag, the land King Achish had given him, he found it in
ruins and the women and children kidnapped. David, and his men wept “until they could weep no

more” (30:1-4).

4. Distrust: The men David served and trained—the men who had faithfully followed him—Ilost their
families, their home, and their safety . . . and they blamed David (30:5-6).

Have you felt any of these emotions lately?
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Reflect on your recent choices. In a moment of fear or anxiety, did you make any sinful decisions? Maybe
you, like David, took refuge with “Philistines” and rationalized actions you knew were wrong. What would
it look like for you to repent and turn away from these choices?

Pastor Chuck offers a timeless principle for those caught in the storms of life: Cloudy days and dark nights call
for right thinking and vertical focus.

Are you in a stormy season right now? God doesn’t promise to miraculously cause the sun to rise and burn
away the clouds. But He will remain faithful to His people and to His promises. How can you practically
embrace right thinking and a vertical focus on God?

David began this journey by looking inward for a solution to his problem (27:1). But after driving himself
deeper into the storm, David realized that he needed God to guide him to safety. When things couldn't seem
darker for David—when he was at his lowest point—he looked up and found “strength in the Lorp his
God” (30:6).

You may feel like you can't gather enough strength to weather the storm for the rest of the dark night, but
you don't have to. God will be your strength, and He will bring you safely to shore.
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m A FINAL PRAYER

Whether you are experiencing sunny days and clear skies or cloudy skies and dark nights, offer your own
concluding prayer to God. Ask Him to give you the strength to carry you through life, both today and in the
future.

ENDNOTE
1. To learn about Pastor Chuck Swindoll’s Searching the Scriptures method of Bible study, go to the web page, “How to Study the Bible for Yourself.

»
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1 Samuel 31

“I have played the fool.” How aptly that describes the life of Saul. “I had God
on my side, yet I lived as though He did not exist. The people of Israel chose

me to lead them. But they didn’t know the inside of me. I have played the
fool.”

—Pastor Charles R. Swindoll

His series has focused on the life of David. But you cannot tell the story of David’s rise to royalty
without also telling the story of his nemesis, King Saul, and his fall from power.

In a word, Saul’s life was tragic. The Israelites chose Saul as their king because he was taller, stronger,
and more handsome than any other man in Israel. They built him up as their hero. Yet Saul’s hard heart
was brittle, and the weight of the kingdom was too great to bear. Being pressed between crown and
throne, he slowly crumbled to nothing. Out of the debris of Saul’s reign arose the next king—David, the
young shepherd.

The stories of Saul and David present a fascinating study in contrast. Where Saul was impressive and
proud, David was modest and humble. Where Saul was physically strong, David was spiritually strong.
Where Saul trusted himself, David trusted God. These contrasts make a key point: David was God’s choice
for the king of Israel.

While Saul’s life contrasts with King David’s, his death contrasts with another King’s. This Searching the
Scriptures study will examine these two deaths to see how followers of God can find hope through the story
of Saul’s otherwise hopeless life.
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m PREPARE YOUR HEART

Before you wade into the waters of God’s Word, use the words of Psalm 55:22—23 to ready your heart for
what God has prepared for you:

Give your burdens to the Lorp,

and he will take care of you.

He will not permit the godly to slip and fall.
But you, O God, will send the wicked

down to the pit of destruction.
Murderers and liars will die young,

but I am trusting you to save me.

BE|l TURN TO THE SCRIPTURES

Saul seemed to have it all. He was the king. The people loved him. He was winning battles. But his proud
heart was far from God, so his days of glory were numbered. As soon as David arrived in Saul’s court,
Saul’s sense of control over his circumstances faltered. The enemy Philistines were attacking Israel, and he
suspected it wouldn't be long before David took the throne.

In a moment of desperation, Saul abandoned the camp to find help. In Endor, he turned—not to a priest
or a prophet of God—but to a pagan medium. Saul wanted to talk with Samuel, the prophet who had died
years earlier. And the medium summoned his spirit from the dead.

According to 1 Samuel 28:16—19, what did the spirit of Samuel say to Saul? What did this spirit say would
happen to Saul in the coming days?
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The tough words of Samuel’s spirit came true, and 1 Samuel 31 records these events. Turn there now, and
see how Saul’s life finally came to its tragic end.

Observation: Saul’s Tragic End

Observation, the first step of the Searching the Scriptures Bible study method, requires asking, “What does the
text say?™ Read 1 Samuel 31, and as you read, take note of how the warnings from Samuel came true.

Saul’s Demise—1 Samuel 31:1-6

Just as Saul feared, the attacks of the Philistines on Israel only grew more severe. According to
1 Samuel 31:2-3, what did Israel’s enemies do to Saul’s sons? What did they do to Saul?

What did Saul ask his armor-bearer to do in 31:4 in response to the attack of the Philistines? What did Saul
finally do when his servant denied his request?
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The Philistines’ Response—1 Samuel 31:7-13

According to 1 Samuel 31:9-10, what did the Philistines do when they found Saul and his sons’ bodies?

According to 31:12-13, how did the people of Jabesh-gilead respond when they discovered what the
Philistines had done to Saul?

Saul, the man who once knew the joys and blessings of the kingdom, the man who was the
representative of God, the man who cared so much about his own image, is now dead. This
man need never have died like this. But the truth of the matter is he chose this path. He
chose inch by inch, day by day to compromise and to live in the light of disobedience. What
a horrible, tragic scene. —Pastor Chuck Swindoll

Interpretation: Saul’s Shameful Choice

To understand the meaning of the end of Saul’s life, it is important for students of Scripture to place
themselves in the sandals of the characters in each scene. Crossing the bridge from the modern world to the
ancient world is no simple task, but thankfully, a good set of Bible study tools can help guide someone on a
journey back thousands of years.
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The cultural norms of ancient Near Eastern societies were determined based on values known as shame
and honor. Read about these terms in a Bible dictionary. Briefly summarize what shame and honor are, and
explain the role they played in ancient Israel.

Based on this historical background, why would Saul choose to take his own life rather than allow his
enemies to kill him?

What warnings can followers of Jesus today learn from Saul’s tragic example?

Saul did not want to suffer the final indignity of having the hated Philistines make sport of
his body or mock him in death. Isn’t it interesting, he’s very concerned about his image with
the enemy but shows little concern for his relationship with God whom he is about to meet?
That happens when disobedience has dulled our senses. —Pastor Chuck Swindoll
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Correlation: Christ’s Triumphant Sacrifice

The death of King Saul creates a compelling contrast with the death of King Jesus. Before examining this
contrast, though, turn to Romans 6:1-14 to see what Christ’s death accomplished for those who place their
trust in Him.

According to 6:1-4, what is a Christ-follower’s new response to sin?

According to 6:5-11, how does Christ create this new response to sin for those who trust in Him?

According to 6:12—14, what freedom does this new relationship with Jesus give His followers?
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Here’s the good news: we who know the Lord Jesus Christ carry within ourselves a renewed
soul and spirit—that part of us which He took control of the moment we became Christians.
He has taken up His residence there and has given us a new nature. Though our outer shell
hurts and groans and is dying, our inner person is alive and vital, awaiting its home with
the Lord. Being with the Lord occurs the moment—yes, the very moment—we die.

—Pastor Chuck Swindoll

Application: Everyone’s Inevitable Fate

Pastor Chuck Swindoll developed his application of 1 Samuel 31 by contrasting Saul’s death with the death
of Jesus Christ. At first glance, their circumstances seem totally disparate, but the similarities are striking.

Take a few moments to review the following chart.

Saul’s Death

Christ’s Death

Appeared to be the end of all national hope for Israel

Appeared to be the end of all spiritual hope for
humanity

Suggested that the Philistines had won the final
victory

Suggested that Satan had won the final victory

Paved the way for an entirely new plan of
operation—the era of the Davidic dynasty

Paved the way for an entirely new plan of
operation—the era of the Holy Spirit

Opened the throne room of Israel to David, once a
modest shepherd

Opened the throne room of God to sinners who place
their trust in Him

Ended an era of dissatisfaction and failure—from
Saul’s reign to David’s reign

Ended an era of dissatisfaction and failure—from
the law’s reign to grace’ reign

Displayed the foolishness of man—from Saul’s
perspective

Displayed the foolishness of God—from a human
perspective
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Which truth from this chart stands out to you most? Which do you most need a reminder of? How do these
truths encourage you in your walk with God today?

How have you been ruling your life lately? As an independent, self-directed monarchy, like Saul? Or as a
theocracy with God as the head, like David?

What personal lessons have you learned from witnessing Saul’s tragic fall? What action steps can you take to
make your life resemble David’s faith more than Saul’s pride?
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Saul’s life truly was a tragedy. His life shined with promise and hope, but his reputation was tarnished
because he did not have a heart for God. Saul’s story acts as a warning for the people of God across time,
and his life raises a singular question: Will you trust yourself or trust God? Saul ultimately placed his faith
in himself, which led to his demise.

Today, many struggle with feelings of deep depression and have suicidal thoughts. If you or someone you
know is reaching that point of desperation, please know that caring people are eager to help. The 24/7
phone number for the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention is 800-273-8255. Also, Insight for Living
Ministries offers a variety of resources on the topics of encouragement and healing.

m A FINAL PRAYER

Father, thank You for sending Your own Son to live the perfect life I could not live and to die the death I
deserve. I ask You to strengthen me to go about my days believing that I am dead to sin and alive to God. Help
me remember Saul’s example during those times when I begin to look to myself for strength, rather than You. I
pray these things in Jesus’ strong name. Amen.

ENDNOTE
1. To learn about Pastor Chuck Swindoll’s Searching the Scriptures method of Bible study, go to the web page, “How to Study the Bible for Yourself.
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I warn you, as you vicariously enter into the life of David, to be careful
because with power comes those unique kinds of temptations that very few
can handle. The hand of God was great with David. But he was still a man.
And he could still be given to failure. And indeed he did.

—Pastor Charles R. Swindoll

AN old woodsman proverb says, “A tree is best measured when it's down.” When a tree is standing, even
the best lumberjack will struggle to determine the tree’s height, to evaluate the wood’s quality, and to
appraise the timber’s value. Likewise, a person’s character is best measured after his or her death through
mature evaluation and reflection.

Though David died long ago, his life proves very instructive for those traveling on faith’s journey. Early on,
David rooted his life in God and grew to be a hero whom all Israel looked up to. Yet he didn’t stand forever.
When the winds of temptation and selfish desire grew too strong for David to withstand, he gradually gave
in to sin, causing him to splinter and finally crack.

This Searching the Scriptures study will look at David during the height of his success as well as at the
beginning of his fall to uncover why he ultimately fell and how the people of God today can avoid making
the same mistakes.
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m PREPARE YOUR HEART

To prepare your heart to plunge into the depths of God’s Word, pray the words of Psalm 63:1—4.

O God, you are my God;
I earnestly search for you.
My soul thirsts for you;
my whole body longs for you
in this parched and weary land
where there is no water.
I have seen you in your sanctuary
and gazed upon your power and glory.
Your unfailing love is better than life itself;
how I praise you!
I will praise you as long as I live,
lifting up my hands to you in prayer.

TURN TO THE SCRIPTURES

The drama of David’s life unfolded in two acts. The first act, preserved in the book of 1 Samuel, tells of
David’s rise from a modest shepherd to a national hero, then from a wanted fugitive to Israel’s new king.

At the beginning of 2 Samuel, David’s life had reached its pinnacle. Yet not much time passed before David
became entangled in his own sinful desires. His success turned to failure as he slid down a spiritual decline,
which persisted until he died.

Before you turn to the first chapters of 2 Samuel, review Pastor Chuck Swindoll’s chart on the entire book
below.
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SECOND SAMUEL

David’s Triumphs David’s Troubles Appendix
Reigning in
Reigning in Hebron Jerusalem With With his With his Miscellaneous
over Judea over all Israel himself family nation narratives
David’s A new David’s sin (11) Amnon’s David’s return (19)| A famine (21)
lament (1) capital (5) Nathan’s |mmoral|ty (13) Sheba’s revolt (20) A song (22)
David’s A new worship | denunciation (12) | Absalom’s crime A prophecy (23)
crowning (2) center (6) and flight (14) A failure (24)
David’s A new Absalom’s
increase (3-4) dynasty (7) revolt (15)
A new Absalom’s
boundary (8) counselors (16-17)
A new son (9) Absalom’s
Another new death (18)
boundary (10)
CHAPTERS CHAPTERS CHAPTERS CHAPTERS CHAPTERS CHAPTERS
1-4 5-10 11-12 13-18 19-20 21-24
Theme Blessings or consequences follow every action.
Key Verses 7:12-13
. Foreshadowed in David’s reign, which, though imperfect, is characterized by justice, wisdom, and integrity;
2Cshr|st ": the Messiah, the Son of David, is promised as an offspring of the Davidic line
amue and One who will sit upon David’s throne forever.

Copyright © 1979, 1996, 2009 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc. All rights reserved worldwide.

Observation: The Beginning of David’s Decline

If you have time, carefully read all of 2 Samuel 1-5, and keep track of one or two key observations from each
chapter.! Overwise, you can use the questions below like stepping stones to hop your way through these
chapters.

What news did David receive in 1:4—6?
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With Saul and his sons dead, the people of Israel were uncertain about who would be the successor to the
king. This created some controversy regarding who had the right to the throne. Many, especially those living
in the northern regions of Israel, wanted Saul’s son Ishbosheth to be king. Others, living in the southern
regions of Judah, followed David instead (2 Samuel 2:8-11; 3:1).

According to 2:1, where did David go after hearing news about Saul? Did he settle down in the south or

move up to the north where Saul had previously lived? Using your Bible atlas, look at the geography of Israel
in the early years of the kingdom to map out these key locations.

While the conflict between David and Ishbosheth escalated, David’s house grew along with his influence.
What were the names of the children born to David’s respective wives? Read 3:2-5, and fill in the spaces below.

Ahinoam from Jezreel (3:2):

Abigail, the widow of Nabal from Carmel (3:3):

Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur (3:3):

Haggith (3:4):

Abital (3:4):

Eglah (3:5):
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After seven-and-a-half years of conflict, two of Ishbosheth’s own men murdered him while he was taking an
afternoon nap (2 Samuel 4:5-7). David was horrified by the dishonorable actions of these two men, but he
recognized that they had cleared a direct path to the throne (4:8—12).

According to 5:4-5, where did David live out the remainder of his reign after the death of Ishbosheth?

David expanded the boundaries of Israel from 6,000 to 60,000 square miles. He set up
extensive trade routes that reached the known world. He unified the nation under Jehovah
God. He put down the idol altars. He created a national interest in spiritual things. He was
a remarkable man. —Pastor Chuck Swindoll

\\ 0 I/

Interpretation: David Rises and Falls

The book of 2 Samuel urges its readers to wrestle with an important question: How did David fall from
being such a great hero of faith? This question will guide our interpretation of the first chapters of 2 Samuel.

Why was it significant that David moved his royal residence from Hebron to Jerusalem in 2 Samuel 5:6—15?
(Hint: 1 Samuel 27:10 says that David spent much of his time running from Saul in the Negev, the southern
portion of Israel.)
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David didn't lose his heart for God overnight. Rather, with each unfaithful decision—small as they may
have seemed to David—he gradually acted more like selfish-Saul than the faithful shepherd-boy Samuel
had anointed years earlier.

We'’re often better at handling affliction than we are at handling promotions.
—Pastor Chuck Swindoll

The narrative explains the beginning of this decline in 2 Samuel 3:2—6 and 5:14-15 by focusing on David’s
many marriages. Why was it problematic that David accumulated multiple wives? For help answering this
question, see Deuteronomy 17:14-20, the God-given job description for Israel’s king.

David’s sin looked like a cascade of falling dominoes—one bad decision leading to many others. Later, his
insatiable lust for Bathsheba drove him to do horrible things (2 Samuel 11:1-27). And his children followed
his sinful example too. One son, Absalom, staged a coup against his father (15:1-12), and another son,
Amnon, raped his own sister (13:1-19).

Correlation: A Leader Who Serves

Even though his heart was gradually drifting from God, David had an important realization after the
construction of the palace in Jerusalem: “The Lorp had confirmed him as king over Israel and had blessed
his kingdom for the sake of his people Israel” (2 Samuel 5:12). God placed David on Israel’s greatest seat of
power—not for his own benefit but for the benefit of others.
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When He predicted His own death in Matthew 20:17-28, King Jesus warned His disciples about adopting
self-serving attitudes. According to Jesus in 20:25, how do the rulers of the world use their power and
authority?

How are citizens of the kingdom of heaven to act differently than the rulers of the world, according to 20:26-28?
Who modeled this behavior perfectly? How?

In what ways did David act more like a worldly ruler rather than a true follower of God?

As David increased his fame, wealth, and power, he didn't use these gifts to serve God and Israel. He used
them for his own glory. While few today have the kind of influence David had, many will face the same
temptations David did.
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Application: Preventing Decline before It Begins

At different points in David’s decline, he fell prey to four particularly insidious temptations: silver, sloth, sex,
and self. Which of these four temptations do you tend toward? How have you been able to resist its attacks
in the past?

To help you fight these temptations, Pastor Chuck Swindoll offers two timeless principles for you to
remember and act upon.

First, no personal pursuit is more important than cultivating godliness in your family. Yes, David built a kingdom.
But he neglected to build a godly family. Which is more important? What practical steps can you take today
to cultivate godliness in your own family?
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Second, no character trait needs more attention than genuine integrity. A small slip in David’s integrity created a
landslide of sin that trapped David far from God for years. You may feel like David, caught in a cycle of sin.
But God always provides His children with a way out (I Corinthians 10:13). In the space below, write a prayer
of confession and repentance.

Sadly, David’s spiritual fall was a long, drawn-out process, and the sins he committed grew gradually more
egregious. David’s example is a warning that a small slip in integrity can lead anyone down a wrong path
away from God. Take heed!

m A FINAL PRAYER

Father, thank You for holding fast to me even when I feel my heart drifting from You. I ask You to produce in
me godly integrity so I might lead a life of faithful service to You. I pray these things in Jesus’ faithful name.
Amen.

ENDNOTE
1. Tolearn about Pastor Chuck Swindoll’s Searching the Scriptures method of Bible study, go to the web page, “How to Study the Bible for Yourself.”

r\,) www.insightorg | www.insightworld.org
) Copyright © 1978, 2022 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc. All rights are reserved worldwide.

Duplication of copyrighted material for commercial use is strictly prohibited.
INSIGHT FOR LIVING

MINISTRIES

Committed to Excellence in Communicating Biblical Truth and Its Application



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+10%3A13&version=NLT;NASB1995
https://sts.insight.org/

SEARCHING

THE

SCRIPTURES

DAVID: A MAN OF PASSION AND DESTINY

STUDY THIRTEEN

David and the Ark
2 Samuel 6

When God gives specific instructions for doing His will, He wants it done
exactly that way, doesn’t He? When we begin to care about the things God
cares about, we’re on our way to real freedom and real happiness.

—Pastor Charles R. Swindoll

key idea threads through this series on David: he was a man after God’s own heart (I Samuel 13:14).
David’s life gives glimpses into what it means to be a person after God’s heart . . . and what it doesn't mean.

When you think about David, you likely think of a few iconic images. The shepherd boy standing over
the fallen giant Goliath. The sensitive man singing songs for his king, his people, his God. The seasoned
warrior slaying “his ten thousands” (18:7). The revered king sitting upon the throne.

Yet bearing the soldier’s sword, the musician’s harp, or the ruler’s scepter doesn't necessarily make someone
godly. So what was it about David’s heart that separated him from everyone else?

Simply put, David loved and trusted God. And this spiritual posture guided his steps.

Despite David’s deep desire to follow God, he occasionally misstepped and fell off the path of
righteousness. In 2 Samuel 6, the focus of this Searching the Scriptures study, David’s example instructs how
people after God’s heart should respond when they find themselves straying from Him because of their
careless neglect of His commands.
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m PREPARE YOUR HEART

David’s love for God gushes from his psalms like water from a geyser. Express your own love for God using
the words of Psalm 9:1-2 before you study His Word today:

I will praise you, Lorp, with all my heart;

I will tell of all the marvelous things you have done.
I will be filled with joy because of you.

I will sing praises to your name, O Most High.

BE|l TURN TO THE SCRIPTURES

Before the time of David’s reign, the hearts of the Israelites stood far from God. The hard-hearted people had
their perfect leader in Saul, who had next to no love for God. When Saul was king, he had great interest in
achieving military success—so much so that he completely ignored Israel’s spiritual health.

Prior to Saul’s reign, the enemy Philistines had captured the ark of the covenant (I Samuel 4:1-11), but they
later returned it to Israel because God had cursed them for taking the ark (5:1-7:1). According to 7:1, where
did the ark stay after the Philistines returned it? (Make sure you find this spot on your Bible atlas!)

The ark was essential to Israel’s spiritual life because the presence of God dwelled with it. Yet, Saul did not
once seek out God’s presence during his reign. When David took Saul’s place, he refused to make the same
mistake. Jump ahead now to 2 Samuel 6 to see how David corrected Saul’s error.
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Observation: Celebrating the Presence of God

Every passage of Scripture contains truths that can lead to life change. However, a hasty reading often
results in misunderstanding the text of the passage and its meaning.! Slowly read 2 Samuel 6 a few times
using different Bible translations. As you read, place yourself in David’s sandals and consider the motivation
for his actions throughout the account.

In 2 Samuel 6, David had just been crowned king in Jerusalem. He then immediately traveled to Baalah of
Judah. (This is another name for Kiriath-jearim, mentioned in I Samuel 7:1.) According to 2 Samuel 6:2, why
did he go there?

According to 6:3, how did David try to transport the ark of the covenant from Abinadab’s house back to
Jerusalem?
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As David’s men navigated the ark through the rocky terrain, the ark became unsteady and started to tip
over. What happened to Uzzah when he tried to stop the ark from falling in 2 Samuel 6:6—7?

How did David respond in 6:9—10 to what happened to Uzzah? What caused him to change his mind in 6:12?

We've got David standing here mad at the Lord when, in fact, the Lord was angry at David.
Well, I thought you said he was a man after God’s heart? I did. Does that mean David was
perfect? It does not. Having a heart for God doesn’t mean you're perfect; it means you're
sensitive. And when you see you’re wrong, you face it. You own up to it. You come to terms
with it. —Pastor Chuck Swindoll

According to 6:5, 12—15, how did David and the rest of the people of Israel respond to the ark’s presence in
Jerusalem?

www.insightorg | wwwinsightworld.org

C
%) Copyright © 1978, 2022 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc. All rights are reserved worldwide.

Duplication of copyrighted material for commercial use is strictly prohibited.
INSIGHT FOR LIVING
MINISTRIES

Committed to Excellence in Communicating Biblical Truth and Its Application



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+6%3A6%E2%80%937&version=NLT;NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+6%3A9%E2%80%9310+&version=NLT;NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+6%3A12&version=NLT;NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+6%3A5%2C+12%E2%80%9315&version=NLT;NASB1995

DAVID: A MAN OF PASSION AND DESTINY SEARCHING

THE

STUDY THIRTEEN SCRIPTURES
David and the Ark

2 Samuel 6

Why in the world did David get so excited? Because he was free. When you obey, you're
free. When you disobey, you're in bondage. —Pastor Chuck Swindoll

How did Michal, David’s wife and daughter of Saul, feel about David’s behavior (2 Samuel 6:16, 20)?

Like father, like daughter! While David couldn’t contain his heart’s love for God, his wife filled her own
heart with bitterness and contempt. But David didn't care! He said, “He appointed me as the leader of Israel,
the people of the Lorp, so I celebrate before the Lorp. Yes, and I am willing to look even more foolish than
this, even to be humiliated in my own eyes!” (6:21-22). What a clear picture of true love for God!
Interpretation: Great Intentions, Tragic Results

First, read about the ark of the covenant using your Bible study tools. What was the ark? Why was it so
essential to Israel’s spiritual life? Record any other key findings in the space below.

www.insightorg | wwwinsightworld.org

C
%) Copyright © 1978, 2022 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc. All rights are reserved worldwide.

Duplication of copyrighted material for commercial use is strictly prohibited.
INSIGHT FOR LIVING
MINISTRIES

Committed to Excellence in Communicating Biblical Truth and Its Application



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+6%3A16%2C+20&version=NLT;NASB1995
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+6%3A21%E2%80%9322&version=NLT;NASB1995
https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/ark.html

DAVID: A MAN OF PASSION AND DESTINY SEARCHING

THE

STUDY THIRTEEN SCRIPTURES
David and the Ark

2 Samuel 6

Read Exodus 25:10-22. How does this passage clarify God’s choice to kill Uzzah in 2 Samuel 6:6—7? Note that
Uzzah was trying to do a good thing for God! Develop a timeless theological truth about following God’s
commands.

What does the contrast between David’s response and Michal’s response to the presence of the ark in
Jerusalem reveal about their hearts? What can followers of Jesus today learn from their example?

Who cares about little golden poles that go through little ringlets and go on shoulders rather
than waists? God does. If He didn’t care, He wouldn’t have said it. If the Lord cared enough
to write it and cared enough to preserve it, He cares enough about the details to have you
pull it off His way. —Pastor Chuck Swindoll

Correlation: Filling in the Gaps

At this point, you may still feel confused about some of the finer details of the 2 Samuel 6. This is where
correlation is helpful. Pastor Chuck Swindoll says, “By comparing one Scripture with other Scriptures,
precept upon precept and line upon line, the whole truth begins to emerge.”
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Thankfully, 1 Chronicles 15 contains a parallel account of these events that helps clarify David’s motivation.
According to 15:11-15, what mistake did David make the first time he tried to bring the ark to Jerusalem?
What did he do differently the second time?

What does this passage reveal about David’s heart for God and His law?

In principle, David was following God by trying to reinstate the ark into Israel’s spiritual life. In precept,
however, he ignored God’s commands for handling the ark, and he paid the price for his disobedience.
Thankfully, God gives His people second chances. David learned from his error, repented, and brought the
ark to Jerusalem in a manner pleasing to God.

Application: Freedom in Christ

This scene from David’s life offers two points of application:

1. The better you know where you stand with the Lord, the freer you can be. When David repented from
his sin and realized he had right standing with God, his heart overflowed with joy and he freely
worshiped God without feeling shame.

2. The freer you are before the Lord, the more confident you will become. In contrast, Michal did not have a
heart for God, so she lacked the kind of freedom David had. She couldn’t navigate her life with the
kind of confidence that comes only from God.
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Which of these two points prove most relevant in your life right now? How so?

Do you ever find yourself wanting to follow God in principle but not in precept? If so, in what ways? Is there
a specific way right now the Holy Spirit is nudging you to address an issue or need?

The apostle Paul said, “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1 NIV). Because of God’s love, grace, and
forgiveness, anyone can experience the kind of freedom David had and can lead a life that overflows with
joy and confidence in Jesus Christ.
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m A FINAL PRAYER

To conclude your study today, reflect on this prayer by Pastor Chuck:

Father, I pray for those whose lives are marked by emptiness, sadness, and all the things that go with
the consequences of sin. I pray You will lead them to a knowledge of Your Son, Jesus Christ, and give
them no peace until Christ has invaded their lives. And for those who live their lives still bound up,
though in Christ, may they come to know a grace and freedom that accompanies obedience. And may
that grace and freedom mark our lives as Your followers. In the name of Christ, I pray. Amen.

ENDNOTES
1. To learn about Pastor Chuck Swindoll’s Searching the Scriptures method of Bible study, go to the web page, “How to Study the Bible for Yourself.”

2. Charles R. Swindoll, Searching the Scriptures: Find the Nourishment Your Soul Needs (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House, 2016), 140.
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When God Says No
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You know what I've learned? When God says no, He has a better way. And He
expects me to support it. My very best reaction is cooperation and humility.
—Pastor Charles R. Swindoll

GOD answers prayer! Isn't that a powerful truth? Many spend weeks, months, and even years earnestly
pleading with God on their knees about just one thing. Freedom from that addiction. Healing for that
persistent sickness. Salvation for that lost family member who’s far from God. When God finally says yes,
joy supplants the burdens in the once-heavy heart.

Yet . . . because God answers prayer doesn't mean He'll always answer yes. In fact, God often says no—even
to prayers offered by His most faithful followers, even to prayers offered in a posture of selfless service and
pure humility, even to prayers that seem good for God’s plan and God’s people.

King David offered such a well-intentioned request to God shortly after taking the throne in Jerusalem.
David wanted to build a temple, a house for God even grander than David’s own palace.

But God said no.

This Searching the Scriptures study explores why God said no to David’s honest, honoring, and heartfelt
request. The lesson that David learned proves useful for Christ’s followers today and provides a practical
road map to follow when God says no to our requests.
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m PREPARE YOUR HEART

Prayer involves more than asking God to give good gifts. It’s also an opportunity to give praise back to Him.
Open your time of study by praying the words of Psalm 103:1-5.

Let all that I am praise the Lorp;

with my whole heart, I will praise his holy name.
Let all that I am praise the Lorp;

may I never forget the good things he does for me.
He forgives all my sins

and heals all my diseases.
He redeems me from death

and crowns me with love and tender mercies.
He fills my life with good things.

My youth is renewed like the eagle’s!

BE|l TURN TO THE SCRIPTURES

After donning the crown of Israel, David first returned the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem. Shouts and
songs of praise engulfed the entire city with its arrival. Peace filled the land, the king loved God, and God’s
favor returned at last.

The city of David, however, had one glaring omission: a temple for God’s presence. The ark still resided in
the tabernacle—a tent made of fabric, poles, and ropes. David couldn’t sit idly by in the palace with God’s
presence relegated to such a mundane home.

Observation: An Earnest Request Denied

Pastor Chuck Swindoll’s study of the Bible is based on a thorough observation of the Scriptures. He always
begins with the same question, “What does the passage say?”" Keep this question in mind as you read
2 Samuel 7.
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After he had firmly established his claim to the t