HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD!
The Lamb That Was Slaughtered
Isaiah 53:3—-7

"% LET’S BEGIN HERE
Quotable

Rarely do you hear someone described as “a person of character.” The idea
speaks of maturity and integrity and self-sacrifice. But the phrase has fallen on

hard times—perhaps because people of this sort are harder to find or harder The Lamb OfGO d
to appreciate. We celebrate the rogue, the rough-and-ready, and the rugged
individuals. Those who are meek and mild possess a character too wimpy for pazd for the sin

the times, so we think. We love lions, not lambs. But Jesus demonstrates that
meekness isn't weakness—it is incredible strength.

that forever plagued
humanity — past,
LET’S DIG DEEPER present, and future.

1. Lambs throughout the Scriptures (Selected Scriptures) — Charles R. Swindoll
Lambs are the most significant animals in the Scriptures; they appear
throughout the Old Testament and the New Testament.

A CLOSER LOOK

Did God Decerve Abraham?
When we look closely at God’s words to Abraham, we see a very simple,
seemingly straightforward command: offer Isaac as a burnt offering
(Genesis 22:2). As readers of this narrative, we're told up front that this
command was a test (22:1). But at the time, Abraham didn’t know this.
From our vantage point, we know God had something up His sleeve,
so to speak. He always intended to provide a substitute (22:12-13). Yet
neither Abraham nor Isaac knew any of this for sure. All Abraham had
to go on was a command, not an explanation.

Continued on next page
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As readers, we aren’t surprised when we get to the end of the story. We knew that when God said, “Offer
Isaac as a burnt offering,” He intended all along to provide a substitute—a stand-in sacrifice that He would
accept as payment in full. From this story on, the principle of offering a firstborn child to God and his
being “redeemed” through the offering of an animal substitute runs throughout the Old Testament
(Exodus 13:13, 15).

Though God really and truly demanded the life of the firstborn, in His gracious economy of substitution,
He mercifully accepted a stand-in.

As believers, we don’t have to think long before we see parallels between the offering of Isaac by means
of a substitute and the substitutional sacrifice of Jesus Christ that took place centuries later in the same
region of Moriah. Some have even speculated that the mount on which Isaac was offered was the same
one on which Jesus Himself gave His life as a substitute for us . . . or the same hill on which the temple
was built, where the sacrifices offered anticipated and pointed to the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus. In any
case, God’s provision of the ram in place of Isaac illustrates His later provision of Jesus, the Lamb of God
who willingly sacrificed Himself for our sins—the just for the unjust, to bring us into a relationship
with God.

2. God’s Lamb on Earth (Isaiah 53:3-7)
Jesus is the Lamb prophesied by the prophet (Isaiah 53:3-7), introduced by the baptizer (John 1:29), and
affirmed by the apostle (1 Peter 1:18-19).
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‘i: LET’S LIVE IT

Four lamb-like qualities especially worth emulating

» Alife of dependence

* The assurance of approachability
* A heart of innocence

* A spirit of sacrifice

What pleasing sacrifices are listed in Hebrews 13:16?

What can you do this week to make a sacrifice to God?
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Tools for Digging Deeper

How Great Is Our God! How Great Is Our God! The Holiness of God
by Charles R. Swindoll by Insight for Living Ministries by R. C. Sproul
CD series softcover Bible Companion softcover book

For these and related resources, visit www.insightworld.org/store
or call USA 1-800-772-8888 ¢ AUSTRALIA +61 3 9762 6613 « CANADA 1-800-663-7639 » UK +44 1306 640156
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