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	 The Heart of the Matter
This letter, possibly more than any other book of the Bible, is the instrument God 
has used to save the souls and shape the minds of Christianity’s “giants,” such as 
Chrysostom, Luther, and Barnhouse. This treatise on Christianity has influenced 
theologians and laypeople alike.

As we explore the deep, rich mine of God’s truth in Romans, we do so with great 
gratitude to Him who led Paul to write these words. Like no other book of the Bible, 
Romans forms the doctrinal cornerstone of Christianity. Because it touches on every 
major belief of Christianity, it is foundational to our faith.

	 Discovering the Way
1.	 General Information about the New Testament Letters
The New Testament letters were written by six different people.

Paul James Peter John Jude Anonymous

Number of Books

Number of Chapters

2.	 Specific Explanation about the Letter to the Romans (Romans 1:18 – 32; 
3:9 – 18; 5:1 – 2; 8:31 – 39; 11:33 – 34; 12:1 – 2; 15:4 – 7)

Before we dig into Romans, let’s clarify some key information: the writer of the letter 
and when he wrote it, the theme and purpose of Romans, and why Christians need to 
study this letter.

3.	 Several Applications of Romans for Today
If you need reality, read Romans 1. If you need a standard, read Romans 2 – 5. If you 
need understanding, read Romans 6 – 8. If you need clarification, read Romans 9 – 11. 
If you need love and encouragement, read Romans 12 – 16.

	 Starting Your Journey
Romans explains the fundamental role of faith in the believer’s life. Abraham believed 
God’s promise, and God considered Abraham righteous. Through faith in Jesus Christ, 
believers receive justification — a “not guilty” verdict by God. Do you believe this? If so, 
thank God for His grace.

God’s Masterwork, Volume Six  
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Romans: Cornerstone of Christian Truth
A Survey of Romans
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Fallen StrugglingDead Saved Freed

Exposed ExplainedConquered Forgiven

Dead in sin Peace with GodDead to sin Love for others

Wrath Righteousness Glory Grace

Doctrinal National PracticalEmphasis

Response

Doctrine of God

Doctrine of
Humanity

Jesus is the focus of the gospel and the means of salvation by God’s grace apart from works (1:1–4, 16–17).

God’s righteousness is given to those who put their faith in Jesus Christ.

Scope

Theme

Doctrine of Sin

Christ in Romans

1:16–17Key Verses

CHAPTERS
12:1–15:13

CHAPTERS
1:18–8:39

Faith LoveHope

THE GOSPEL

CHAPTERS
9–11

Concerning Christian ConductConcerning IsraelSaving the Sinner

ROMANS
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Depravity of humanity

Grace of God

Justification by faith

Sanctification through the Spirit

Security of the saint
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	 The Heart of the Matter
Corinth. Color her purple . . . gaudy . . . fast and vile, yet rich and influential. A city 
of about two hundred thousand free citizens plus half a million slaves, busy Corinth 
represented a lifestyle of loose living. Epicureanism mixed with prosperity, beauty, 
the arts, and sensual idolatry was the norm. Korinthiazomai, a Greek term coined by 
Aristophanes, describes a person who lives an immoral life.

Into the fast lane of this wicked city came Paul, who lived and worked among the 
Corinthians, ultimately establishing a local church. No ministry ever faced a greater 
challenge to survive . . . and few churches ever experienced greater conflicts. As we 
shall discover, this sixteen-chapter letter is comprised mainly of troubleshooting, 
confronting, exhorting, and correcting. No other New Testament letter gives the pastor 
of a church in conflict a broader base of preaching material as he leads his flock out of 
carnal dangers and into new territory of purity and unity.

	 Discovering the Way
1.	 The City: Background and Setting
Turn to the maps in the back of your Bible, find Corinth, and note its strategic location. 
Prosperous Corinth had everything important to the world — money, slaves, idolatry, 
and immorality — but not a church.

2.	 The Writer: Journey, Arrival, and Stay (Acts 16:7 – 12; 17:32 – 18:20)
Follow the apostle Paul from Troas to Corinth, from evangelist to tentmaker, and from 
synagogue to house church.

3.	 The Letter: Purpose, Style, and Content (1 Corinthians 1:10 – 13; 5:1 – 3; 6:1 – 11)
Explore why Paul wrote this letter, how he addressed the issues, and what he chose to 
include.

	 Starting Your Journey
Do you solve conflicts or let then linger and fester? Do you resist “man-worship” or 
yield to it? Are you pure with the opposite sex or compromising? Are you a giver or a 
taker?
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Unity among the Corinthian Christians Clarity regarding six areas of concern

“I exhort you.” (1:10) “Now concerning the thing about which you wrote.” (7:1)Key

Need

Jesus is the source of unity among believers who are baptized into the body of Christ and the basis
of their ultimate resurrection and glorification (12:12–13; 15:1–58).

6:9–11; 13:1–38Key Verses

Christian conduct in the local churchTheme

Christ in 
1 Corinthians

CHAPTERS
7:1–16:9

Rebuke for Sinful Conditions

CHAPTERS
1:10–4:21

CHAPTERS
5–6

Reply to Specific Questions

Difficulties in the ChurchDisorders in the ChurchDivisions in the Church
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FIRST CORINTHIANS

Copyright © 1982, 1997, 2010 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc. All rights reserved worldwide.

Moral disorder (5:1–13)

Legal disorder (6:1–11)

Carnal disorder (6:12–20)

Domestic difficulty—marriage and divorce (7:1–40)

Social difficulty—liberty and license (8:1–11:1)

Ecclesiastical difficulty—women and worship (11:2–34)

Practical difficulty—gifts and body (12:1–14:40)

Doctrinal difficulty—death and resurrection (15:1–58)

Financial difficulty—gifts and body (16:1–9)

Exposition (1:10–17)

Explanation (1:18–4:5)

Exhortation (4:6–21)



	  Tools for 
Digging Deeper

For related resources, please call:
USA 1-800-772-8888

AUSTRALIA 1300 467 444
CANADA 1-800-663-7639

UK 0800 787 9364
Or visit www.insight.org
or www.insightworld.org

	  Tools for 
Digging Deeper

ij

Original outline copyright ˝ 1982 and Message Mate copyright ˝ 2012 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc.  
All rights are reserved worldwide. Duplication of copyrighted material for commercial use is strictly prohibited.
Committed to Excellence in Communicating Biblical Truth and Its Application

“God’s Love in  
Romans 8”  

Meeting God in  
Familiar Places  

by Charles R. Swindoll
CD

God’s Masterwork,  
Volume Six: Letters to  

God’s People — A Survey  
of Romans – Philemon

by Charles R. Swindoll
Classic CD series of 13 CDs

God’s Masterwork,  
Volumes One – Four  

(A Survey of the  
Old Testament)

by Charles R. Swindoll
Classic CD series of 40 CDs

	 The Heart of the Matter
Someone has called the writer of 2 Corinthians “The Transparent Apostle,” for here, as 
in no other letter Paul wrote, the man bared his soul. Clearly the most autobiographical 
of all Paul’s correspondence, this letter allows us to see the man and his ministry in 
true, unveiled terms. The letter was written from a defensive posture because Paul’s 
apostleship was being questioned. But behind the strong words and forceful style is 
a heart tender toward God and committed to ministry — a beautiful, rare blend of 
strength and compassion.

In this letter, the afflicted apostle modeled how Christians should respond to suffering. 
He highlighted God’s role as the perfect comforter. Paul also showed believers the 
connection between inadequacy in ministry and experiencing God’s strength.

	 Discovering the Way
1.	 Some Helpful Background Information (2 Corinthians 7:5 – 7)
Let’s examine the purpose for this letter, its style, and the circumstances in which Paul 
wrote it.

2.	 An Analysis of the Letter (2 Corinthians 1:1 – 11; 2:1 – 16; 3:1 – 6; 4:1 – 10; 8:1 – 2; 
9:7 – 8; 10:10 – 11)

Review the outline of 2 Corinthians on the next page, and examine the underlying 
themes of suffering, forgiveness, grace, and giving.

3.	 Second Corinthians for Today
Remember: it’s brokenness that gives wholeness to a ministry; it’s meekness that 
communicates strength in life; it’s loneliness that makes us value companionship; and 
it’s weakness that puts God’s power on display.

	 Starting Your Journey
Read 2 Corinthians and reflect on a time of suffering when God comforted you. Thank 
Him for His grace and share it with someone else this week.

God’s Masterwork, Volume Six  
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ConfidentForgiving, grateful, bold Defensive and strong

Misunderstandings, concerns, explanations Financial project Vindication of Paul’s ministry

Past Present FutureScope

Issue

Tone

CHAPTERS
1:3–7:16

CHAPTERS
10:1–13:10

 

Jesus is the One who comforts us in our suffering, reconciles us to God, and gives strength
in our weaknesses (1:5; 5:17–21; 12:9).

Christ in 
2 Corinthians

SECOND CORINTHIANS

Paul’s defense of his apostleship and messageTheme

9:74:5 10:8Key Verses
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CHAPTERS
8–9

Reply to critics

Justification of ministry

False teachers

Visions, revelations,
credentials, warnings

God’s power perfected
in weakness

Persevering in godliness

Apostolic Authority

Example of Macedonians

Command to Corinthians

Suffering and God’s comfort

New covenant ministry
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	 The Heart of the Matter
This little six-chapter letter holds high the banner of grace. Though small, it packs a 
dynamic punch! Galatians liberates. It assaults the bondage of legalism more directly 
than any other Bible book and, except for the book of Romans, most thoroughly 
develops the answer to the question: are we saved by believing or by achieving? The 
clear announcement of this letter to Christians could be put into three words: You 
are free. Because Christ has done it all, there remains nothing left for us to do except 
believe — freely and fully — in His finished work for our eternal salvation.

	 Discovering the Way
1.	 The Letter: Several Introductory Matters (Galatians 2:4 – 11; 5:5 – 7)
Galatians is a strong affirmation of liberty based on grace, a bold attack on legalism 
based on works, and a needed encouragement for those caught in between.

2.	 Its Value: Why Galatians Is Significant (Galatians 1:6 – 9; 2:16; 3:23 – 26; 
5:13 – 16)

This letter includes a strong warning, a confident affirmation, a simple statement, and a 
needed balance.

3.	 An Analysis: What It Includes
The purpose of Galatians is clear — it offers a forthright defense of the true gospel.

	 Starting Your Journey
No one is immune to the temptation to drift from the true message and the true 
Master. Try reading Galatians daily for one week and allow the gospel to penetrate your 
heart and life.

God’s Masterwork, Volume Six  
Letters to God’s People — A Survey of Romans – Philemon

Galatians: Letter of Liberation
A Survey of Galatians



ij

Message Mate copyright ˝ 2012 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc.  
All rights are reserved worldwide. Duplication of copyrighted material for commercial use is strictly prohibited.
Committed to Excellence in Communicating Biblical Truth and Its Application

God’s Masterwork, Volume Six  
Letters to God’s People — A Survey of Romans–Philemon

Galatians: Letter of Liberation
A Survey of Galatians

Vigorous, blunt, direct, and briefStyle

Jesus is the source and power of the believer’s new life and the heir of the promises to
Abraham’s seed (2:20; 3:1–16).

2:16Key Verse

Justification comes by faith in Christ Jesus, not by works of the Law.Theme

Christ in 
Galatians

CHAPTERS
5–6

Personal Words from Paul Doctrinal Teaching

CHAPTERS
1–2

CHAPTERS
3–4

Practical Exhortations

Freedom to Love
and to Serve

Freedom from 
Legalism

Defense of the
True Gospel

GALATIANS

Copyright © 1982, 1997, 2010 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc. All rights reserved worldwide.

Therefore the Law has become
our tutor to lead us to Christ,     
so that we may be justified          
by faith. But now that faith            
has come, we are no longer           
under a tutor. (3:24–25)                  

For you were called to freedom,
brethren; only do not turn your   
freedom into an opportunity for   
the flesh, but through love             

serve one another. (5:13)                  

For I would have you know,        
brethren, that the gospel which    
was preached by me is not           
according to man. For I neither      
received it from man, nor was         
I taught it, but I received it through   
a revelation of Jesus Christ.               
(1:11–12)                                              
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	 The Heart of the Matter
Although brief, Paul’s letter to the Ephesians contains a wealth of profound 
information about the Lord and His church. It is, in fact, foundational to the doctrine 
of the universal church, the earthly body of Christ. It is also here that we learn of 
spiritual gifts and their purpose in the church, the proper relationships between 
family members at home, and the armor of God for His people. No serious student 
of Scripture remains ignorant of Ephesians. Its insights, principles, and practical 
admonitions are essential to our growth toward Christian maturity.

	 Discovering the Way
1.	 Introduction Information (Acts 18:18 – 19; 28:30 – 31; Ephesians 1:1; 3:1; 4:1)
Learn about the writer and date of this letter, the recipients and where they lived, and 
the theme and purpose of Ephesians.

2.	 The Letter at a Glance (Ephesians 1:3 – 11; 2:11 – 15; 4:17 – 31; 6:10 – 18)
See the attached outline, which divides Ephesians into two sections: doctrine  
(chapters 1 – 3) and practice (chapters 4 – 6).

3.	 Several Major Truths (Ephesians 1:4; 2:13 – 15; 3:6 – 8; 4:11 – 16)
Ephesians teaches that God chose us before creation, that Christ brings us to God by 
His blood, that Gentiles and Jews have been given equal status in the church, and that 
the church is a body comprised of various parts.

	 Starting Your Journey
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians reminds us that Christians: (1) operate under the 
headship of Christ; (2) belong to a body; and (3) can stand firm against the Enemy.

God’s Masterwork, Volume Six  
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Paul’s prayer for Ephesians
(1:15–23)

Paul’s prayer for the whole church
(3:14–21)

Christians’ prayers for one another
(6:18–20)

Declarations of heavenly truths
(God’s accomplishments)

Exhortations for earthly living
(Christians’ assignments)

Doctrinal: vertical relationship with God Practical: horizontal relationship with othersEmphasis

Core Phrase

Subjects

Prayers

Jesus is the source of spiritual blessing, the Cornerstone of the church, and the goal of 
spiritual maturity (1:3; 2:20; 4:11–16).

1:9 –10; 4:1–3Key Verses

The holy community God is creating and how it is to live out its callingTheme

Christ in
Ephesians

CHAPTERS
4–6

Our Position in Christ

CHAPTERS
1–3

“He chose us in Him.” (1:4) “Walk in a manner worthy of the calling.” (4:1)

Our Practice on Earth

EPHESIANS

Copyright © 1982, 1997, 2010 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc. All rights reserved worldwide.

Section 1: What God has done for us (1)
                 Emphasis: sovereignty

Section 2: What Christ has done in us (2:1–10)
                 Emphasis: grace

Section 3: What Christ has done between us 
                 (2:11–3:21)
                 Emphasis: reconciliation

Section 1: Our new unity (4:1–16)

Section 2: Our new walk (4:17–6:9)

Section 3: Our new strength (6:10–20)
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	 The Heart of the Matter
If you need warm encouragement, a cheery boost of joy, a happy and hopeful word to 
lift your spirit, you’ve come to the right place. Philippians has it all . . . and more. Free 
from complicated and knotty problems, these 104 verses offer authentic reasons to be 
thankful, joyful, and contented. And to think they were written by a man who was 
living under house arrest, bound by chains to a Roman guard all day long! How could 
Paul be so joyful? How could his charisma be so magnetic? It is because his focus was 
on his Savior (whom he mentions more than forty times in this letter) rather than on 
his situation. Let’s learn a few vital lessons from Paul — a model of the message his 
letter contains.

	 Discovering the Way
1.	 The Message of Philippians (Philippians 1:3 – 4, 25; 2:1 – 2)
In a word, the message is joy!

2.	 Some Helpful Information to Remember (Philippians 1:12 – 14, 19 – 21; 3:2;  
4:13 – 16)

Who wrote it? Who received it? Why was it written?

3.	 A Survey of the Letter (Philippians 1:6 – 7; 2:3 – 11; 3:3 – 14; 4:2 – 13)
Chapter 1 describes joy in living; chapter 2 encourages joy in serving; chapter 3 
illustrates joy in sharing; and chapter 4 portrays joy in resting. (See the chart on the 
next page.)

	 Starting Your Journey
For living with joy, we need the right model (Philippians 1:21). For serving with joy, 
we need the right attitude (2:5). For sharing our joy, we need the right goal (3:14). For 
resting with joy, we need the right release (4:6 – 7).
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To difficulty: “Now I want you 
to know, brethren, that my circum-

stances have turned out for the 
greater progress of the gospel.” (1:12)

To others:
“Do all things without

grumbling or disputing.” (2:14)

To the past:“Forgetting what lies 
behind and reaching forward to 

what lies ahead, I press on toward 
the goal for the prize.” (3:13–14)

To the “unchangeables”: “Not that 
I speak from want, for I have 

learned to be content in whatever 
circumstances I am.” (4:11)

. . . my Life . . . my Model . . . my Contentment. . . my GoalChrist

Positive
Reaction

Spirit

Uniqueness

Jesus is the Son of God from heaven, who humbled Himself by becoming human, 
who suffered for us, and who was exalted to heaven (2:5–11).

1:21Key Verse

Key Words

Tone

By centering our lives around Christ, we can experience true joy.Theme

Christ in
Philippians

CHAPTER 3

Joy in Living
for Christ

Joy in 
Knowing Christ

CHAPTER 1

Warm, encouraging, affirming

No major problem passages. “Joy” is found in each chapter. Not one quotation from the Old Testament. Christ 
mentioned over forty times. Most positive of all Paul’s letters, yet written while he was chained to a Roman guard.

“Rejoice,” “Christ,” “Mind,” “Act”

His provision (1:19) His fellowship (2:1) His worship (3:3) His peace (4:7)

Joy in Serving
Christ in Unity

CHAPTER 2

Joy in Resting
in Christ

CHAPTER 4

PHILIPPIANS

Copyright © 1982, 1997, 2010 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc. All rights reserved worldwide.

Starts with right attitude

Maintained through
right theology

Encouraged by right models

A warning

A testimony

A goal Final predictions

Even when we don’t
get what we want

In spite of circumstances

Even with conflicts A command

Unity

Peace
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	 The Heart of the Matter
Colossians is the chart and compass which will enable us to sail a straight course 
between the dangers of viewing Christianity as merely a philosophy and of making it 
a lifestyle of rigidity. How we need this little yet potent letter! Beset by gnostic heresy 
and harassed by Greek philosophy, the saints at Colossae were in danger of losing their 
way. Paul wrote to help them get back on course, and in doing so, he helps all who take 
their eyes off Christ. Few Bible books focus such intense attention upon Jesus as Lord 
and as the ultimate solution to our problem of separation from God. In these chapters, 
we see Jesus clearly as our all in all.

	 Discovering the Way
1.	 Background and Setting (Colossians 1:15 – 20; 2:8 – 10, 20 – 23; 3:1 – 10;  

4:12 – 13)
Discover the theological, philosophical, historical, and personal background of the 
book of Colossians.

2.	 Value of the Colossian Letter
Learn about the doctrinal and practical value of Paul’s letter to the Colossians.

3.	 An Overview of Colossians (Colossians 1:1 – 14, 28 – 29; 2:1 – 7, 16 – 18; 3:12 – 17; 
4:5 – 6)

Review the chart of Colossians on the next page, which shows us that Christ is our 
Lord, Christ is our life, and Christ is our love.

	 Starting Your Journey
Remember: Christ is the only Lord, not one among many. Heresy is subtle, not bold 
and offensive. Work is important, not irrelevant. People are names and eternal souls, 
not anonymous faces.

God’s Masterwork, Volume Six  
Letters to God’s People — A Survey of Romans – Philemon

Colossians: Christ, Our All in All 
A Survey of Colossians
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Doctrinal and corrective Practical and reassuring

WarningsInstruction Exhortations RemindersSubject

Christ

Emphasis

Jesus is the supreme Lord of the church and the world, the all-sufficient Savior in whom
the fullness of Deity dwells (1:13–20; 2:9).

2:9–10Key Verses

Christ is our supreme Lord and sufficient Savior.Theme

Christ in
Colossians

CHAPTER
3

Christ Is Our Lord . . . Our Life

CHAPTER
1

His person and work His peace and presence

CHAPTER
2

. . . Our Love

CHAPTER
4

COLOSSIANS

Copyright © 1982, 1997, 2010 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc. All rights reserved worldwide.

Lord of our walk

Lord of our salvation

Lord of our growth

Our mind

Our body

Our attitude

Our actions

Lord of creation

Lord of the church

Lord of ministry

Love for “outsiders”

Love for believers
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	 The Heart of the Matter
Being one of Paul’s earliest letters to find its way into the canon of Scripture,  
1 Thessalonians includes a number of personal insights into his early life in ministry. 
We see and feel Paul’s “heart” on several occasions. Although brief (fewer than ninety 
verses), this letter also outlines such practical matters as a church model worth 
emulating, a philosophy toward ministry worth following, a commitment to purity 
worth remembering, a hope of Christ’s coming worth anticipating, and a love for fellow 
Christians worth duplicating. Let’s pay close attention. This letter is an extremely 
helpful resource to turn to when any of these areas need to be strengthened.

	 Discovering the Way
1.	 Why Was the Letter Written? (1 Thessalonians 2:1 – 2, 17 – 18; 3:1 – 8; 4:1 – 12;  

2 Thessalonians 3:6 – 10)
In the midst of suffering and opposition, Paul wanted to share the gospel with the 
Thessalonians.

2.	 Who Received It . . . and When? (1 Thessalonians 1:6 – 10)
Paul wrote to the saints who comprised the faithful church in Thessalonica.

3.	 What Does It Include? (1 Thessalonians 1:2 – 5; 2:1 – 7, 13 – 16; 3:11 – 13;  
4:1 – 8, 13 – 18; 5:6 – 13)

Review the chart of 1 Thessalonians on the next page: chapters 1 – 3 of the book reflect 
on Paul’s time with the Thessalonians, and chapters 4 – 5 exhort and encourage the 
Thessalonians to continue imitating Christ.

	 Starting Your Journey
We have been reached, so are we reaching others? We have been fed, so are we feeding 
others? We have received instruction, so are we instructing others? We have been 
encouraged, so are we encouraging others?

God’s Masterwork, Volume Six  
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1 Thessalonians: A Heart-to-Heart Talk
A Survey of 1 Thessalonians


