
	 The Heart of the Matter
Having stated the grand doctrine of justification by faith (Romans 3:28) 
and having illustrated it through Abraham in chapter 4, Paul continued to 
affirm Abraham’s steadfastness in faith. Today’s message calls to mind the 
occasion when aging Abraham resisted the persuasion of logic, ignored the 
human limitations of physical impossibility, and even denied the urgings 
of his own common sense as he deliberately and decisively believed the 
promise of God — regardless of the possible consequences. Instead of 
waffling in unbelief, Abraham stood strong in faith, absolutely confident 
in God. Let’s review God’s promise to Abraham and rediscover its relevant 
implications for us today.
  

	 Discovering the Way
1.	 The Reason: Why Must It Be “by Faith”? (Romans 4:16 – 17)
Salvation must be by faith because of the principle of grace and the 
promise of God.

2.	 The Person: Who Illustrates This Best? (Romans 4:18 – 22)
Abraham believed God’s promise and embraced His grace.

	 Starting Your Journey
Our faith is strengthened by waiting and is supported by our knowledge 
of God’s promises.
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Insights on Romans: The Christian’s Constitution
The Man Who Hoped Against Hope

Romans 4:16 – 25
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