
 The Heart of the Matter
Contrasts dot the landscape of Scripture. Light and dark. Heaven and hell. 
Love and hate. Faith and works. Freedom and bondage. Life and death. 
Between every one of these contrasts, God alone makes the difference. Between 
love and hate stands God. Between heaven and hell stands God. Likewise, were 
it not for what God has done for us in Christ, death would be all we had to 
look forward to, while life eternal with Him remained a distant dream. Because 
of God’s work on our behalf, Christians now have the hope of redemption by 
grace through faith.

 Discovering the Way
1. A Study in Contrasts
The Bible is filled with contrasts, none more significant than God’s merciful 
choice to bring believers from death to life.

2. From Death to Life: Five Questions (Ephesians 2:1 – 10)
Answering these five significant questions allows us to see clearly God’s action 
on our behalf: What was life like? What did God do? Why would God ever do 
that? How can this be? What difference does this make?

 Starting Your Journey
Don’t be fooled into thinking that those without hope in Christ have found 
lasting fulfillment. Instead, remember that lasting relief only comes by grace 
through faith.

Becoming a People of Grace: An Exposition of Ephesians
You Were Dead . . . But God!

ephesiAns 2:1 – 10
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